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Chollerton Vicarage 
 

Dear friends, 
Christmas is coming, but it feels like it has been on the way for 

some time.  On certain internet social platforms the word ‘Christmas’ has 
been ‘trending’ (in other words, talked about) for weeks and only slipped 
from the top ten when Hallowe’en came along.  With that out of the way 
people can now focus on the ‘Big Day’. 

I am interested to know what people are preparing for.  For many 
Christmas is a holiday, a few days’ break after a long autumn of work and 
activity.  Summer holidays seem an age ago.  Despite the need and desire 
for rest, it seems even more effort is required to celebrate the Festive 
Season.  Cooking, preparing, wrapping, shopping and parties all take their 
toll.  Then come the January sales (which by describing it thus shows my 
age) which now start on Boxing Day.  It is true one can ‘rest’ by doing 
different things from the normal pattern of activity, but it all seems to be 
all a bit too frenetic. 

For those of us who have experienced bereavement during the 
year, Christmas may take on a completely different shape and feel.  Being 
alone, even when among others, is something that we can easily 
experience and that feeling is not easy to shake off.  Let not the loss of 
someone we love be the ‘Elephant in the room’, ignored, and yet very 
real.  Can we not remember them, say their name, express how they would 
have enjoyed Christmas celebrations, and recall happy times and to make 
those memories part of the celebration. 

The focus of my Christmas will be on God first, and I guess you 
would expect me to say that.  I love the weeks leading up to Christmas 
with their starkly different feel from what is going on in society.  Then it is 
family, welcoming our son for some well-earned rest with us.  We shall also 
ensure this is a special Christmas for my mother-in-law who will be in a 
nursing home throughout, unless she is well enough to get home with us for 
a little time away.  We shall enjoy our presents, and the Queen’s Speech, 
and some serious snoring in the chair, and some good food – yes we shall 
feast! 

However far along the road you are to being ‘ready’ for Christmas 
when you read this, the season of Advent (which begins this year on 
November 30th) allows us to prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth in 
a spiritual way.  Advent is a season of four weeks of expectation and 
preparation as the Church prepares to celebrate the coming (adventus) of 
Christ in his incarnation.  The readings in Sunday services and carol 
services not only direct us to Christ’s birth but also challenge us to 
confront the theme of divine judgement.  Christ will come again to earth, 



3 

at a time we least expect.  Perhaps this year?  Nobody knows when except 
God.  So you can see that Advent has a serious tone to it as well as the 
excitement of Christmas Day.  Christmas is certainly more than tinsel, 
reindeer and crackers.  

With ever darkening days the symbols of light overcoming darkness 
are powerful and we shall sometimes light many candles in our church 
services, especially at our Christingle and carol services.  This simple 
symbol of a lighted candle fills me with hope, light and life and for me is 
the ultimate symbol of Jesus Christ the light of the world.  That is what 
makes me want to celebrate Christmas, for no matter how dark the 
darkness gets, the light will always triumph over it. 

My hope is that you have a peaceful, happy and blessed Christmas 
with family and friends around if you need them, and that loneliness will 
be far from you. 

             With love,  
Mike 

—oOo— 

Round and about Humsaugh   
                     

Humshaugh Mothers’ Union very much enjoyed their November afternoon at Rene 
and Marjorie Baillie’s home where Rene led a beautiful service and  Marjorie gave 
us a fascinating talk on Rajasthan in north west India. Not only were the stories she 
told us so interesting but her spectacular photographs made the afternoon very 
special indeed. On Thursday December 4th starting at 2pm our Christmas meeting 
will be held at the Langfords’ home where Judith Taylor will tell us some of her 
wonderful Bible stories. All the members would like to wish everyone a very 
Happy Christmas and new Year. 
The Crown Inn Leek Club would like to thank Diane and all patrons for their 
support on Show Day in September – it was a jolly good evening.  Thanks to the 
generosity of those who purchased raffle tickets or domino cards and participated in 
the produce auction, we have been able to make donations to both the playgroup 
and the fireworks fund this year. 
First prize and best leek was won by Michael Elliott (again!), the heaviest onion by 
Ray Blanckley (for the third year running!), most improved by Tracey Short, best 
flowers by Suzanne Newell, and wooden spoon by John McCollum. 
The Club is looking for new members; we are a small friendly club, with many 
novices, so you stand a good chance of winning if you have a spare bit of garden or 
a few large pots.  And we’ve frozen the fees again for 2015, a bargain not to be 
missed!  Anyone interested should contact Marie Roberts, secretary, on 689234 or 

email arm.roberts@btinternet.com.  

Benefice of Humshaugh, Simonburn and Wark 

mailto:arm.roberts@btinternet.com
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The October quiz held in The Crown raised £178 for the fireworks display and 
was won by ‘Three Plus One’. Well done! 
 

Humshaugh Community Ventures has spent some of this year’s shop profits on training one 
member of our village in bee keeping skills. Earlier this year Ray Blanckley went on a 
course at Kirkley Hall to learn the art of bee keeping and we now have two hives, also 
purchased by HCV. Ray also received training by Hexham Beekeepers Association in the 
summer and armed with suitable protective clothing he is now tasked with getting two 
established colonies of bees through the cold winter months. If they are in sufficiently good 
condition they should begin producing honey next spring. Anyone interested in helping with 
this project should contact Ray on 681 291. 
Another successful venture this autumn has been apple pressing for the second year 
running. This year an amazing 124 litres of juice was pressed and is now available for sale 
in the shop in refundable bottles. The perfect stocking filler for the drivers amongst us 
perhaps! 
October was an exciting month for HCV as it held its AGM and celebrated the fifth birthday 
of our shop being run by the community. It was astonishing to hear that in the short time it 
has been run as a community venture it has returned £40,000 to local groups and 
individuals to help them pursue their ambitions. One such success has been the greater 
use of the totally refurbished kitchen in the village hall which is now let to local catering 
businesses on a regular basis. It has won many awards in its infancy and all of this has 
been thanks to a very willing band of volunteers, ably led by the board of directors who put 
in many hours behind the scenes to make the venture viable. If you can spare some time 
and would like to be part of the group of volunteers, please leave your name at the shop. 
There is always a need for more hands on deck and there is a variety of roles to be 
undertaken. 
Humshaugh Parish Council has changed its meeting dates and will now meet on the 
second Thursday of the month in the Supper room of the village hall at 7pm. 
There will be a community Advent soup lunch in school on Thursday 4th December at 1pm 
to which everyone in the village is invited. The children will be singing carols and it is sure to 
be a lovely start to the Christmas festivities.  There will be a Christingle service in St Peter’s 
Church on 1st December at 2pm. All are welcome 
There was an amazing turnout for the fireworks display on November 5th. Over 

two hundred people enjoyed a fantastic spectacle and by the end of the display 

there was no hot food left in sight! All donations will go towards next year’s event. 

Many thanks to all who came and to all those who helped before, during and after 

the display. 

 
All that remains now is for me to wish everyone a very peaceful Christmas and festive 
season with friends and family.        

 Elizabeth Hayward 
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CAROL SINGING IN THE VILLAGE     
 

We propose again an evening of Carol Singing around the village of Humshaugh 

during the week leading up to Christmas. A collection will be taken for The 

Children’s Society. 

This will take place on Wednesday 17th December and we will meet at 6.30pm 

outside The Crown. This is by way of an invitation to anyone who would like to 

join us; you would be most welcome. To everyone else at home to let you know 

that we shall be coming around the village and we shall try to visit as many of you 

as possible. Do please keep lights on so that drives and lanes are as safe as 

possible. Don’t be too disappointed if we do not visit you but we shall try. It is 

impossible to visit the whole village during one evening! 

We shall be out for about two hours, weather permitting, and will end with 

seasonal refreshment.  

                                John McCollum, Roger Langford and Corinne Campbell 

Simonburn Notes 
 

Firstly, A Thank you to Bill, from The Green, who does a great job looking after the 

village green throughout the year. 

Thank you also to the few that helped clear the leaves from around the war 

memorial and village green, in preparation for Remembrance Day. It is back-

breaking work but it does make a big difference. 

   The short act of remembrance at each of the war memorials was made even more 

poignant by the Last Post being played; it was very moving. 

   The Christmas season is upon us once again, a busy time in everyone's calendar. 

Donations towards the Christmas flowers would be gratefully received by Mrs 

Allgood. Also helpers are needed to decorate the church and Christmas tree, anytime 

in the day, on Saturday 20th December. 

    There is a Concert for Christmas being held by The North Tyne and Redewater 

Choral Society in St. Mungo's on 20th December at 7.30pm, tickets available on the 

door. 

   On Sunday 21st December at 6.30pm, we are have our Carol Service, followed by 

mulled wine and mince pies. Everyone welcome. 

   Midnight Mass will be celebrated on Christmas Eve at 11.30pm and will be 

conducted by The Archdeacon Peter Robinson. 

   On Sunday 28th December there will be service of Morning Prayer along with a 

"Double" Baptism. The service will be conducted by Edward Lobb. 

This is a magical time of year for most people but for some it can be a very difficult, 

sad and lonely time. Let us spare a thought and prayer for those less fortunate than 

ourselves. 

Wishing you all a very Happy and Healthy Christmas. 

Best Wishes 

Sharon 
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WARK PARISH NEWS 

A numbers of years ago there were many `sloane ranger’ jokes going around. One 
being how many sloanes does it take to change a light bulb. Well it took 5 men 
along with a scaffolding tower to replace 15 light bulbs in St Michael’s the other 
week. Many thanks to Alan for the loan of the scaffolding, Thomas for transporting 
along with Keith who climbed the dizzy heights; Richard with David for moving the 
contraption between the pews. At last we can now see each other in church. `Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works’, Matthew 5:16.  

Back on Saturday 25th October we had a treat when the Amadeus Chamber Choir 
gave a performance within St Michael’s. I doubt if ever before there will have been 
such fantastic singing in Church.  The programme was well balanced, nothing too 
highbrow, with each piece just being timed to perfection. Had the event been for a 
roof appeal it would have raised it; however no windows were shattered and the 
window restoration fund is £370 better off. This definitely was a much better way 
to spend a Saturday teatime than either watching paint dry or the football results. 
Hopefully Paddy will forward a copy of this BROADSHEET to show her friend in the 
choir, 30 strong from Liverpool, just how much we enjoyed their concert. 
 

Sadly the death of Sid Urwin in the middle of October is reported. Sid was such a 
stalwart for football within the North Tyne so many will reflect upon the training 
and encouragement he gave along with his passion for the sport.  We send out our 
thoughts and prayers to all his family and friends.  

As Christmas approaches we wish to thank all the Monday men for their work 
maintaining the churchyard. Many appreciative comments on their care have been 
received. Well done men.  THE BROADSHEET comes through your letter box after 
an amazing amount of voluntary contributions starting with the editor, Roger in 
Simonburn, the printing team in Humshaugh, followed by the gang in Westacres 
Community Room who collate the pages into the issues you receive, before the 
team of six or more distributers push it through your letter boxes --- and let me tell 
you some of you have letterboxes that almost take fingers off!  Poor Postie doing 
this every day. 

The children from the School held their Remembrance service at the War Memorial 
on the afternoon of Friday, 7th November. It was particularly poignant as some of 
the children read out little details about the lives of some of the fallen. The children 
behaved impeccably throughout with not a sound during the minute’s silence. They 
sang for us too. Finally, each member of the school planted a little wooden cross at 
the foot of the Memorial. May these children never get caught up in such horrific 
wars as we have been ‘remembering’ this November.  

On an unusually warm and wind-free Sunday, 9th November, many parishioners 
gathered initially in St Peter’s, Humshaugh, then at the Wark War Memorial, to 
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remember all who have given their lives for us. A bugler sounded the Last Post 
making the Remembrance service most poignant on this the centenary of the First 
World War. Finally, for November reflections, your PCC have completed the parish 
profile ready for submission to the Archdeacon regarding the appointment for the 
new Vicar for the benefice. Last month you were offered the opportunity to pass 
comments on your thoughts concerning this appointment.  At the time of writing 
none have been received. 
So to December and all the glitz. We set off with the wonderful Ladies Guild 
holding their annual Christmas Bazaar within Wark Town Hall on Sunday 7th 
December starting at 2.00pm. This is a great time to start or finish your Christmas 
shopping with many home made treats on offer.  I know Ann is in the process of 
making around 70 Christmas wreaths, call her on 230 259 should you wish to order 
in advance.  Come along and give us your support; it is a great afternoon out. 
On Sunday 14th December Wark decamps to Stonehaugh for our annual Christingle 
service in their village hall.  This is at 6.30pm and this year we shall be joined by Rev 
Canon Michael Jackson. We look forward to joining our Stonehaugh friends and 
enjoying their usual hospitality. 
A couple of items from the School newsletter this month; Thursday 18th at 2pm and 
6pm is their Christmas production – well worth a visit if previous years are to go by.  
Once they have removed their makeup and costumes they are up to St Michael’s at 
9.30am on Friday 19th for their Carol Service.  Again we cannot recommend too 
highly coming along as it is a wonderful occasion. This is not just a service for 
parents but for anyone who wishes to attend. 
St Michael’s Carol Service is on Sunday 21st at 6.00pm which this year will be led by 
Reader Michael Nixon when we hope local children will participate.  Christmas Eve 
will see the traditional `Carols on the Green’ at 6.30pm.  This year our friends from 
MURC have acquired a supply of special Carol Service sheets reflecting on First 
World War commemorations. This is truly a great evening to start your Christmas 
celebrations and, you never know, we may have a visit from a certain person called 
Father Christmas. Come along and join in. 
On Christmas morning at 10.30am St Michael’s will hold the benefice service of 
Holy Communion when the celebrant will be The Ven. Peter Robinson, Archdeacon 
of Lindisfarne. 
Sunday 28th December will be a combined service with our friends over the water 
at Chollerton (bridge now open so no excuses) this to be at 10.30am with a little 
local involvement is so much as Benjamin Ares Andrews, who was born in Greece, 
is to be baptised during this service by Rev. Mike Slade.  Benjamin’s parents Martin 
and Claire Andrews, who live at Mortley but are currently on work secondments in 
Greece, have returned to join with their family in this happy occasion. 
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Over the years the produce from our Harvest service has been donated to Changing 
Lives who greatly appreciate this as they work to bring their students back into 
everyday life. This Christmas and New Year we shall place a box at the back of 
Church where we would appreciate donations of any non-perishable produce, ie 
tins, packets, etc, so we may deliver a further supply of produce to help them with 
their work of establishing everyday life. 
Last month I promised a report of my visit to St Margarita on Menorca. Space is 
short so perhaps another time other than to say that out of an expat population of 
about 2000 the average Sunday attendance is 70 and they need to raise around 
70,000 Euros annually to maintain their church (no support from C of E central 
funding). It’s a treasurer’s nightmare however they do it! 
 

No funny end tag this month just a sincere Happy Christmas and I will chat with you 
in 2015.  Until then            
 

                                     Love        John   

From the Wark Register 

 

 

The Baptism of Spencer Tharam Robinsom was held on 

26th October at St Michael’s Church Wark 

Ladies Guild 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
 

Wark Town Hall 
 

Sunday 7th December 

2pm 
 

Come along for some homemade gifts 
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2014 
Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 7th December  -  The Second Sunday of Advent 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

 

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11   Gospel: 

Mark 1:1-8  

Epistle: 2 Peter 3:8-15a  
Psalm: 85:8-end 

Sunday 14th December  -  The Third Sunday of Advent 

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion 

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion   

9.30 Humshaugh Morning Prayer 

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion  

6.30pm Christingle at Stonehaugh 

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11 
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Psalm: 126 

Sunday 21st December  -  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Carol Service 

6.00 pm Chollerton Carol Service  

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion 

6.30 pm Simonburn Carol Service 

6.00 pm Wark Carol Service 

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38  

Epistle: Romans 16:25-end  
Psalm: 89:1-8 

Wednesday 24th December  -  Christmas Eve 

6.00 Gunnerton Crib Service 

11.15pm Chollerton Midnight Mass  

6.30 Humshaugh Carol Service  

11.30 pm Simonburn Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Gospel: John 1:1-14 

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-4  
Psalm: 98 

Thursday 25th December  -  Christmas Day 

9.00 Thockrington Family Communion 

10.30 Birtley Family Communion 

  

9.00 Humshaugh Holy Communion  

10.30 Wark Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14  

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14 
Psalm: 96 

Sunday  28th December  -  The  Holy Innocents  

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion and 

Baptism held jointly with the Humshaugh 

Benefice 

11.00 Simonburn Morning Prayer and Baptism  

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-18 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29  
Psalm: 124 

 

Sunday 4th January 2015   -  The Epiphany  

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30am Birtley Holy Communion 

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion 

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.30pm Wark Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12 
Psalm: 72:10-15 
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Advent and Christmas Services in the Chollerton Benefice 
 
Services of Compline (Night Prayer) will be held at 9.00pm on the 
following Thursdays in December: 
4th at Birtley, 11th at Gunnerton and 18th at Thockrington. 
Compline is a quiet service to allow us space and time to reflect and be 
with God in our preparations for Christmas. Services last up to 20 minutes.  
All are welcome to join us for the following special services: 
Monday December 8th 6.00pm at Chollerton: Christingle Service led by 
children from Chollerton CofE Aided First School – all welcome, not just 
parents! 
Sunday December 21st 10.30am at Birtley: Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday December 21st 6.00pm at Chollerton: Christmas Carol Service 
Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve 6.00pm at Gunnerton: Crib Service with a 
special guest 
Christmas Eve 11.15pm at Chollerton: Midnight Mass 
Thursday 25th Christmas Day Family Communion services: 9.00am at 
Thockrington and 10.30am at Birtley. 
Sunday December 28th 10.30am at Chollerton: Chollerton and Humshaugh 
Joint Benefice Holy Communion with Baptism 
 

Friends of Chollerton Churches 
 
Mr Jonathan Elkington has kindly agreed to host the Friends’ Yuletide 
Service at Chipchase Castle Chapel, for which we are very grateful. 
This year’s Yuletide Service takes place on Friday 19th December at 7.00pm 
prompt, followed by festive eats and drinks in the castle. 
Entry is by ticket only purchased in advance from Bob Fletcher on 01434 
681949 priced £20 for non-members and £15 for members.  
 

Mince Pies and Mulled Wine 
 
Margaret and Anne Mitcheson will be opening their home, Hollinside, in 
Birtley, for traditional festive treats on Saturday December 13th from 
10.00am until 12.00 noon and 2.00pm until 4.00pm. Donations in aid of 
Birtley Parish Church. A raffle will be drawn at around 3.30pm. All 
welcome. 
 
Carol Singing will take place around the village of Birtley on Monday 
December 22nd meeting outside the Village Hall at 6.30pm. 
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Messy Church 
meets again in Barrasford Village Hall on Saturday January 
17th at 3.00pm. Families welcome with something creative 
to do for adults and children of all ages. A short time of 
singing and a prayer or two follows before we have a family 

meal together. For further information please ring Mike the Vicar on 
681721. 

From the Registers in the Chollerton Benefice 
 
 
 

Holy Baptism 
We welcomed into the Family of the Church 

Fern Nicole Reay at Chollerton St Giles on Sunday October 19th  
 
 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
We celebrated the life of 

Maurice William Hepworth, 86, at Chollerton St Giles on Tuesday 
November 4th  

Community Events in Gunnerton Church 
 

Gunnerton Lunch Club Christmas Special 
Wednesday December 17th  

£4.00 
12noon-1.00pm  

Delicious homemade soup, pudding, tea and 
coffee, raffle,  

and, as always, good conversation, and a little bit extra. 
Raffle 

Please reserve your place for this lunch with Susan Reay  
on 01434 681852 by 11th Dec. 

Farewell and a big thank you to those who are leaving the team. To Lucilla 
who has been on board for the last few years and to Denny and Dee who 
have been with team for 8 years since Lunch Club’s inception. Also, a big 
thank you to those who have returned to the team and to the newcomers.  

New volunteers are always welcome. If you are interested in helping at 
this monthly event either to cook or to serve meals please contact  

Alison on 689996. 
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 Please ensure that all bookings for Gunnerton Church are made by 

contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

The cost of hiring the church for meetings etc has been reviewed by the 
PCC and the new price is  

£15 per session (morning, afternoon or evening) to include the use of the 
kitchen and heating during colder months. 

Birtley & District Gardening Group 
Next meeting is on Tuesday December 9

th
  

7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
“Barnsdale after Geoff” with Nick Hamilton 

This is the Christmas Special with delicious nibbles and drinks 
 

The group always welcomes new visitors or prospective members 
whether experienced or rookie gardeners. 

The annual membership for 2014/15 season is £20.00 
Couples £40.00.  Guests/single talks £4.00  

(£6.00 for the Christmas meeting) 

 

Birtley Village Hall 

Coffee Morning 
Thursday December 4th from 

10.30am 
Delicious coffee, home bakes and 
great conversation guaranteed! 

 
Birtley Local History 

Group  
Wednesday December 

17th at 7.30pm 
Liesbeth Langford will be talking 
about life in Holland during World 

War 2. 
Further details from Mary White on  

01434 230307 
£2.00 per person 
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Other Church services within the Chollerton Benefice 
 

Barrasford Methodist Chapel: Normally services are at 6.30pm each 
Sunday. 
Great Swinburne: St Mary’s RC Church. With the welcome arrival of Fr 
Bede (Tel: 681968) services have recommenced as follows: Mass at 
10.15am and 12.00 Noon every Sunday, the 12 o’clock Mass in the 
Extraordinary Form, said in Latin.  
 

Afternoon Tea Parties 
 
Tea parties will take place once a month at Newton Village Hall from 
2.00pm to 4.00pm. Everyone is welcome and they are particularly for the 
elderly, people who feel lonely and the less mobile. 

 
The dates are: 

        Wednesdays on  

        10th December,  

        14th January,  

        11th February,  

        11th March,  

          8th April  

         13th May. 
 
Newton Village Hall has excellent facilities for disabled people – parking, 
level entrance, loos. It is warm and clean and I hope the perfect venue.  
Also it is easy to find from most routes. 
 
There are several volunteers who are willing to provide transport to and 
from. The whole thing is free of charge to everyone.  There will be tea/
cakes/sandwiches provided – and hopefully lots of happy smiles, 
friendship and laughter.  
 
More details from Alice Murphy, 01434 689387 or 07968 396938. 
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The Wildflower Area 
 
 

The wildflower area in Chollerton churchyard is beginning to show forth 
flowers and here is a list of some of them that flowered in 2014:  Cowslip, 
Meadow Saxifrage, Red Campion, Cyclamen, Scabious, Montbretia, 
Buttercup, Cranesbill, Foxglove, Corn Cockle and Dropwort. Wildflower 
seeds or bulbs that have been scattered or planted in 2014 are: 
Snowdrops, Fritillary, Hollyhocks, Dropwort, Betony, Meadow Sweet, 
Foxglove, Bedstraw, Stitchwort, Cowslips, Violets, and Scabious.  These 
may not flower until 2016, so patience is needed! 
Richard Hay 

 
Kings Cross or St Pancras 
 

If you have 60-90 minutes to wait for that train may I recommend a half 
mile stroll to St Pancras Old Church.   
Learn about St Pancras, martyred in Rome in AD304. It is believed the 
church stands on a site of Christian worship since AD314. The River Fleet 
flows underneath the church and into the Thames at Blackfriars. Find out 
about the connection to Thomas Hardy, Charles Dickens, Mary 
Wollstonecraft and her daughter Mary Shelley, and Sir John Soane, who 
was the architect of the Bank of England.  
Take a stroll around the churchyard; it really is a gem. 

Richard Hay 

Come to enjoy 

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 
on 

Saturday, 13th December at 

Hollinside, Birtley  

from 

10.00 am - 12 noon and 2.00 - 4.00 pm 
 

ALL WELCOME   

 Donations to St. Giles, Birtley 
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The North Tyne & Redewater Choral Society 
 

HODIE! 

Unto us a Child is born! 
 

A concert for Christmas 
 

Music by Sweelinck, Palestrina, Poulenc, 

Vaughan Williams 

and 

Handel’s ‘Messiah’ 

(part 1) 

 

Conductor – John Roper 

Organist – Michael Haynes 

Saturday December 20th  

7.30pm 

 

St Mungo’s Church, Simonburn 

Admission - £10 (£8 concessions) 

Humshaugh Christmas Show 

The Real Adventures of Sleeping Beauty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humshaugh Village Hall 

Friday 5th and Saturday 6th December 7:30 pm 

Tickets available from Humshaugh Community Shop 

£7 Adults £3 Children 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=w-0xTNurcWxZZM&tbnid=pf_jcapHkOR9LM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.polyvore.com%2Ffree_music_note_clipart%2Fthing%3Fid%3D74174227&ei=E7xIUci5K-qn0AXd7ICgCw&bvm=bv.
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=w-0xTNurcWxZZM&tbnid=pf_jcapHkOR9LM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.polyvore.com%2Ffree_music_note_clipart%2Fthing%3Fid%3D74174227&ei=E7xIUci5K-qn0AXd7ICgCw&bvm=bv.
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The Broadsheet Editor – Roger Hadley 

Tel: 01434 681077 – email: roger.hadley@btinternet.com 

 Please don’t forget the deadline for the Broadsheet is14th of each month 

Simonburn Village Hall 

CHRISTMAS PRIZE 

BINGO 
In aid of the Village Hall 

THURSDAY 4TH 

DECEMBER 

    Eyes Down at 7.30 

 

Warmest Wishes  

for a  

Merry Christmas  

and a  

Happy New Year 

 
 

 

 

 

The Leprosy Mission 
 

If you have any used stamps from your Christmas cards 

please could you leave them in  

St Mungo's Church, Simonburn, or pop them through 

the door at 1 Red lion Terrace, Simonburn. 

Thank you 


