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Chollerton Vicarage 
Dear friends, 

Over 4 million people belong to the National Trust.  Three of them live in Chollerton 
vicarage. Each quarter we receive our members’ magazine and in the autumn 2015 edition 
one story stood out to me, some of which I would like to share with you. 

In 2007 a new edition of the Oxford Junior Dictionary was published.  One eagle-
eyed reader noticed a number of words about nature had been removed.  They included 
acorn, beech, bluebell, buttercup, heather, ivy, newt, otter, pasture, poppy, starling, wren and 
willow.  Following some pressure the publisher admitted the words had been omitted because 
it considered them no longer relevant to modern-day childhood.  They had been replaced with 
attachment, blog, broadband, celebrity, chatroom, cut-and-paste, voice-mail etc. The 
substitutions made (e.g. Blackberry for blackberry) reflect the outdoor and the natural being 
displaced by the indoor and the virtual.  The Head of Children’s Dictionaries said, ‘That was 
because many children lived in semi-rural environments and saw the seasons.  Nowadays, 
the environment has changed.’ 

Admittedly there is a certain element of truth in the publisher’s response, but also a 
concerning acceptance of the idea that children will not notice the seasons, even in a city, or 
that their vocabulary should be limited only to what they see around them.  

That many changes have taken place in the way children play is true.  In 2012 the 
National Trust commissioned a report into the childhood experience of nature.  The findings 
were alarming: between 1970 and 2010, the area in which British children were permitted to 
play unsupervised shrank by 90 per cent.  Screen-time has increased dramatically and now 
nine out of ten children can identify a Dalek; three out of ten a magpie. 

Here it is wonderful to see how our children continue to be encouraged to engage 
with the environment in our communities and simply be allowed to play outside.  The scouts 
and cubs go on camps where they often get cold and wet, but feel the warmth of open fires, 
enjoy getting generally mucky and sleeping out under canvass close to nature.  (I was 
reminded of our Barrasford troops when I saw a group of children and their leaders carrying 
all they needed to have a camp while I was on holiday last month.)  I find many of our First 
school children are clearly aware of the seasons, the changing colour of the landscape as 
spring turns to summer and all-too-quickly to autumn. 

One hopes that children spending time in the environment, seeing nature nearby 
and learning the different names of birds will instil in them a respect for all created things.  
Will this then widen to develop respect for fellow children and adults?  If it does, and I suspect 
it will, then just maybe they will be less likely to make war with others and live at peace with 
all created things when they become adults.  We could certainly do with more of that as wars, 
terrorism and the resultant mass migration continue unabated. 

If you are interested in reading more of the National Trust’s work to connect 
children with nature then type this in your browser: nationaltrust.org.uk/mag/
childrenandnature . 

 
With love and peace                                                                                      Mike 
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Round and about Humshaugh 
Mothers’ Union 
In October the members of the Mothers’ Union visited the new exhibition in 
Hexham Abbey. 
After lighting candles and saying prayers near the choir stalls, we looked at the 
“Dance of Death” panels and the new “Hospitality” windows before we went to the 
exhibition, which has been there for just about a year now.  It became a lovely 
afternoon, ending with teas in the Refectory. 
 

On November 5th, John Cox will be our speaker on “Fireworks and Faith”.  We will 
meet at the Langfords’ home at 2pm. 
 

Pub Quiz 
There will be no Pub Quiz in November.  The next one will be on Tuesday 15 
December at 8pm; 
a special one, as it will be in aid of Tynedale Hospice at Home. 
 

Humshaugh Playing Field Trust Fireworks 
On Thursday November 5th FIREWORKS will start at 6.30 pm – 
there will be food from 6.15pm. 
No personal fireworks please. 
Donations will be gratefully accepted. 
 

Christmas Market 
On Saturday November 7th from 11-1.30 in the Village Hall.  Entrance: £1 
Local stalls will be offering Foodstuffs, Seasonal Gifts, Greeting Cards, Jewellery, 
Home Furnishings, 
Clothing, Coffee Shop and lots more. 
 

University of the Third Age  (U3A) 
In Hexham and surrounding villages Tynedale U3A has members in small, friendly 
groups, playing Bridge or Mah Jong.  There are both gentle and serious walks, 
reading, music, art etc. etc. 
There is a warm welcome for anybody. 
Monthly meetings are open to anybody with talks on subjects of great, great 
variety. 
If you are interested: 

 CONTACT: chair@tynedaleu3a.org.uk    01434 600 422 

 Or: membershipsecretary@tynedaleu3a.org.uk  01434 602 360 
 
 

                                                                                                            Leisbeth Langford 

mailto:chair@tynedaleu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@tynedaleu3a.org.uk
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Humshaugh, Simonburn and Wark Benefice Services  

 

Remembrance Service on Sunday 8th November  
We welcome Rev Canon Michael Jackson to lead the Remembrance Service and 

wreath laying this year. The service will be at St.Michael’s Wark starting at  

10.45 am followed by wreath laying at the three War Memorials -  

12.00 noon at Wark, approx. 12.15 at Simonburn and approx. 12.30 at 

Humshaugh. 

 

The First Sunday of Advent on 29th November 

Our Archdeacon the Ven. Peter Robinson will be returning to the Benefice on the 

fifth Sunday of November to take this first service of the Church’s year, which 

will be held at St.Mungo’s Simonburn at 11.00 am.  

 

Humshaugh C of E First School Service on Thursday 10th December  
There will be a combined School Christingle and Carol Service led by Rev 

Christine Bull, Chair of Governors, in St.Peter’s Humshaugh at 2.00 pm on 

Thursday 10th December. This service is not only for the children, their families 

and friends but also for members of the congregation and the community. 

Simonburn Notes 
 

At the beginning of October, Rev Canon Michael Jackson, led our Harvest 

Thanksgiving service, sadly, it was also discovered that a locked , wooden box, 

for donations etc, had been broken into, the money taken and the box left 

damaged. It is such a shame that even a church is not safe from thieves. Visitors 

often comment in the visitor book, how nice it is to have the church open, to give 

a place for people to go for peace and quiet, as many churches are kept locked. 

PLEASE STAY VIGILANT! 

The leaves are changing to their beautiful autumnal colours and have started to 

fall from the trees. Perfect timing for Remembrance Sunday! 8th November. 

Can you give just half an hour on Saturday 7th November at 9.30 am to clear 

leaves and tidy the memorial, it would help keep ‘ your’ village and village green 

at its best. 

The Remembrance Service, this year, is being held at St. Michael’s Wark at 

10.45 am. 

Wreath laying at Wark memorial approx. 12.00 

                            Simonburn memorial approx. 12.15pm 

                            Humshaugh Memorial approx.. 12.30pm 

A polite reminder, please show your respect at the memorials, by switching car 

engines off. 

Sunday 29th November 11am, Benefice Communion service at St. Mungo’s, 

Simonburn. Refreshments will be served afterwards. ALL WELCOME. 

Best Wishes  Sharon 
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WARK PARISH NOTES 
 

Following on from the report last month concerning the bell tower roof. I can now 
say a temporary coating has been applied to keep the rain out.  It appears the main 
repair to timbers, bell frame and roof is estimated to exceed £50,000.  Obviously 
the PCC are exploring grants that are available for such work.  I will keep you 
informed of our progress. 
 

The Harvest Festival was poorly attended this year, however the soup and pudding 
night in Westacres Community Room was with a full room for an enjoyable 
evening.  Have you seen the new gate at the churchyard? The previous one fell 
apart.  Part of the collection from Stu Ridley’s funeral has gone to this gate which 
in time will have an acknowledgement plaque attached. 
 

Currently there is nothing further to report on a new Vicar. The Archdeacon has 
always advised that we must abide our time until the correct candidate for us 
comes along.  However we are most grateful for the continuing help from retired 
Clergy and Readers. 
 

This year St. Michael’s is host for the benefice Remembrance service on Sunday 8th 
November at 10.45m  Canon Michael Jackson is leading then he will attend the war 
memorial at 12 noon following to the memorials at Simonburn and Humshaugh.  
Once more the British Legion are arranging for a bugler to be in attendance.  
Couple more diary dates for November, Tuesday 24th PCC meeting in Westacres 
Community room, 7.30pm and on Friday 13th the school children are holding a 
Remembrance service at 2.3pm at the War Memorial. 
 

This is a little advance notice for the  Christmas Bazaar on Sunday 6th December in 
the Town Hall starting at 2.00pm.  I will print the various Christmas events and 
services in the December edition of THE BROADSHEET.  Could I also remind you we 
combining the December and January editions together so anything for inclusion 
needs to be with me by 14th November. 
 

The day I am writing these notes there was a feature on the radio saying the 
church is considering closing under attended churches only opening on holy days, 
funerals and weddings. They would be designated `festival churches’  Let us hope 
we do not come to that point. I leave you for this month and will chat again, with 
Christmas arrangements in December. 
 

       Love to all         

                                                                                                                            John 
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 SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 2015 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 1st November  -  All Saints’ Day 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

6.00 Chollerton All Souls’ Service  

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Isaiah 25:6-9 

Gospel: John 11:32-44  

Epistle: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Psalm: 24:1-6 

Sunday 8th November  -  Remembrance Sunday 

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion  

10.00 Birtley Wreath Laying service 

10.40 Chollerton Service of 

Remembrance & Wreath Laying 

6.00 Birtley Evensong 

   

10.45 Wark Service of Remembrance 

Wreath Laying at War memorials: 

12.00 Wark 

12.15 approx. Simonburn 

12.30 approx. Humshaugh 

Old Testament: Jonah 3:1-5 & 10 
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

Epistle: Hebrews 9:24-end  
Psalm: 62:5-end 

Sunday 15th November  -  The Second Sunday before Advent 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer  

Old Testament: Daniel 12:1-3 
Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 

Epistle: Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25  
Psalm: 16 

Sunday 22nd November  -  Christ the King 

9.00 Thockrington 1662 Communion 

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion 

 

 

9.30 Wark Holy Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Morning Prayer 

6.30 Humshaugh Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Daniel 9:7-10, 13-14 
Gospel: John 18:33-47 

 

Epistle: Revelation 1:4b-8  
Psalm: 93 

Sunday 29th November  -  Advent Sunday 

10.30 Birtley Benefice Communion 

 

11.00 Simonburn Benefice Communion  

 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  
Psalm: 25:1-9 

Sunday 6th December   -  The Second Sunday of Advent   

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

 

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion  

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-4 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

Epistle: Philippians 1:3-11 
Psalm: Benedictus 
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Chollerton 
All Souls’ Evening Service 
On Sunday November 1st at 6.00pm we shall have the opportunity to 
gather together at St Giles’ Church Chollerton to remember those we love 
but see no longer.  The service will include familiar hymns, a reading or 
two, a few words from the vicar, some prayers and silence, and most 
importantly an opportunity to have your loved one’s name read out aloud 
as a candle is lit and brought forward by a family member during the 
service.  A cup of tea or coffee will be served in church afterwards. 
Names of loved ones may be sent to the vicar in any way you find helpful 
(Facebook message, email, letter or phone call) and there will also be 
sheets available in church on which to write down the name of your 
special person there if you wish. 

Mike 
 

The Chollerton Stable Block and Hearse House 
We had hoped that work would start on repairs to the walls and roof 
around October 1st.  Regretfully our church architect, Ian Ness, suffered a 
serious stroke around that time. The engagement of a replacement 
architect is underway but this will inevitably result in some delay.  In the 
meantime we continue to pray for Ian and his family. 

Mike 
 

MeSsY cHuRcH 
Our next Messy Church meets on Saturday November 21st at 
3.00pm in Barrasford Village Hall.  Children of all ages welcome 
for fun activities, a short worship time of singing and praying and 

a lovely family meal to end with.  We are normally finished by 5.00pm.  
All welcome, both old and new.  Children only accompanied by an adult, 
preferably parents of grandparents.  It’s free but if you wish to leave a 
donation all money is ploughed back into Messy Church, thank you.  More 
information from Mike or Fiona (681721). 

 
From the Registers 

 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

 

We celebrated the life of 

 

Alastair Murray, 93, at Chollerton St Giles on Friday October 2nd  
 

Robson Coulson, 76, at Chollerton St Giles on Saturday October 3rd  
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 Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by 
contacting  

Susan Reay on 01434 681852 
 

Community Events in Gunnerton Church 

Gunnerton Lunch Club 
 

Wednesday November 25th  
£2.50 

12noon-1.00pm  
Delicious homemade soup, pudding, tea and coffee, raffle,  

and, as always, good conversation,  
Raffle 

Gunnerton Railway Circle 

 

November 3rd. Refreshments from 7.00pm, meeting starts at 
7.30pm 

Raymond Rourke’s Railway Films 
The late Raymond Rourke’s work needs no introduction to 

members, for as a member he had shared his work with us to great 
acclaim on several occasions.  This evening will be an opportunity 
to revisit his material and perhaps see some that we have not seen 

before. 
 

The next meeting is planned for March 1st 2016. 

Bonus Ball Club 
 

For many years a Bonus Ball club has run each week to provide 
regular financial support for the fabric of Gunnerton church.  To 
choose a vacant Ball number and so have a chance of winning a 
weekly cash prize please ring Susan Reay on 681852 as soon as 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJyoyuWlsscCFQZYGgodwJ8IWg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvector.me%2Fsearch%2Fjello-pudding&ei=vffSVdzVC4awacC_otAF&bvm=bv.99804247,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEBfdRa-Hw63XfX23zUN
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Coffee Morning 

 

November 5th and December 2nd from 10.30am to 
12.00 noon 

Delicious coffee, home bakes and great 
conversation guaranteed! 

Film Club 

 

The next film at Birtley's answer to the Odeon is Pride. The 
film is the true story about the unlikely fellowship of a 

Welsh coal mining community and a London gay club during 
the strikes in the early 80s! A typically British film, it is a 

mixture of humour and seriousness. 
This is a thought provoking film in the guise of a gentle comedy.  In case 

anyone is worried about any inappropriate content please be assured that 
references are implicit rather than explicit. The Showing will be on 
Thursday 26th November at 7.30 for a 7.45 start. Any questions call  

Paul Dennis on 01434230519 or 07800854009 or 
emailanthonypdennis@gmail.com. 

Birtley Village Hall 

Birtley & District Gardening Group 

 

November 10
th

 Plant Hunting in Colorado  

 

 Speaker: Dianne Nichol-Browne, holder of the National Collection of 
Polemoniums                         

The group always welcomes new visitors or prospective members whether 
experienced or rookie gardeners. 

The annual membership for 2015/16 season is £20.00 
Guests/single talks £4.00 (£6.00 in December) 

Subscriptions are due now 

 

Birtley Local History Group  
 

Wednesday November 18th at 7.30pm 
History of the bleach field and excavation 

at Barrasford Village Hall supper room  

 

(note change of venue) 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=22aVpUyvEqERzM&tbnid=VnJZV_DsqR1X1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jb-publications.co.uk%2Fbviewcathedrals.htm&ei=2FlMUevyIOua0QW5wIDwBA&bvm=bv.44158598,d.d2k&psig
mailto:anthonypdennis@gmail.com
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Other Church services within the Chollerton Benefice 
 

 Barrasford Methodist Chapel: Normally services are at 6.30pm each 
Sunday. 

 Great Swinburne: St Mary’s RC Church.  Mass at 10.15am and 12.00 
Noon every Sunday, the 12 o’clock Mass in the Extraordinary Form, 
said in Latin. Enquiries to Fr Bede (Tel: 681968) 

 

Chollerton WI 
 

On 4th November, Denny and Craig will be giving us a cookery 
demonstration (The Hairy Bikers weren’t available!).  Our December 
meeting, on the 3rd will be a Christmas Craft Night with a pooled supper. 
Visitors always welcome.   No meeting in January, but we will be having 
our annual Festive Meal at the Barrasford Arms. 

Pauline 

Date for your Diary 
Friends of Chollerton Churches 

Present 
 

Traditional Burns Supper 
(with a Northumbrian twist) 

On Monday 25th January 2016 
At Barrasford Village Hall 

 

Featuring: 
Kerr Henry (Ode to Haggis) 
John Bushby (Border Pipes) 

Eddie Milligan (Toast to the Lassies) 
 

With traditional fare by Tony Binks of Barrasford Arms 
-Bar- 

Tea parties  
 

…take place once a month from 2pm to 4pm. Everyone is welcome and 
they are particularly aimed at those who would appreciate some friendly 
company once in a while. 
They are always the second Wednesday in each month.  The next is on 
November 11th from 2.00-4.00pm at Newton Village Hall. 
Lifts can be arranged for those who do not have their own transport.   
Please contact: Alice Murphy on 01434 689387 or her mobile:  
07968 396938 
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Lest we forget 

“Please wear a Poppy,” the lady said, 

And held one forth, but I shook my 

head, 

Then I stopped and watched as she 

offered them there, 

And her face was old and lined with 

care; 

But beneath the scars the years had 

made 

There remained a smile that refused to 

fade.  

A boy came whistling down the street, 

Bouncing along on carefree feet, 

His smile was full of joy and fun: 

“Lady,” said he, “May I have one?” 

When she pinned it on he turned to 

say, 

“Why do we wear a poppy today?” 
 

The lady smiled in her wistful way, 

And answered, “This is Remembrance 

Day, 

And the poppy there is a symbol for 

The gallant ones who died in war, 

And because they did, you and I are 

free, 

That’s why we wear the poppy, you 

see. 

  

I had a boy about your size, 

With golden hair and big blue eyes. 

He loved to play and jump and shout, 

Free as a bird he would race about. 

As the years went by he learned and 

grew, 

And became a man – as you will, too. 

  

 

But the war went on and he had to 

stay, 

And all I could do was wait and pray. 

His letters told of the dreadful plight, 

(I can see it still in my dreams at night) 

With the tanks and guns and cruel 

barbed wire, 

and the mines and bullets, the bombs 

and fire. 

  

Till at last, at last, the war was won – 

And that’s why we wear a poppy, son.” 

The small boy turned as if to go, 

Then said, “Thanks lady, I’m glad to 

know, 

That sure did sound like an awful 

fight, 

But your son – did he come back all 

right?” 

  

A tear rolled down each faded cheek: 

She shook her head but didn’t speak. 

I slunk away in a sort of shame, 

And if you were me you’d have done 

the same. 

For our thanks, in giving, is oft 

delayed 

Though our freedom was bought 

And thousands paid. 

  

And so when we see a poppy worn, 

Let us reflect on the burden borne, 

By those who gave their very all, 

When asked to answer their country’s 

call. 

That we at home in peace might live. 

  

Then wear a poppy, 

Remember 

And give 



12 

REMINDER 
 

Just to let you know that it has been decided that there will not be a 
January edition of the Broadsheet,  
   Therefore It will be combined with the December issue.  
 
Please don’t forget the deadline for the Broadsheet is 14th of each 
month 

Any items received after this date may not be published.  
 Thankyou                                                  
                                                                  Roger Hadley 

 

There’s not a place on all God’s Earth, 
Like that dear homeland of my birth. 

Its hills, its rivers, its shining streams, 

It’s God’s own country so it seems. 
 

A plover rising high in the air, 
Those heathery fells, those rocks so bare. 

A woodcock calls from yonder wood, 
A hawk is seen in search of food. 

 

This land is home indeed to me, 
It lies in beauty for all to see. 

By God’s own hand it’s been planted here, 
This beautiful land which to me is dear. 

 
R Coulson 
1939-2015 


