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Chollerton Vicarage 
Dear friends, 
 

It is better to give or to receive at Christmas? 
One parent I know was having trouble with this one. Her child was looking 
forward (in early November) to Christmas and it was beginning to tell.  It 
sounded like the list of ‘wants’ was growing on a daily basis. A trip round 
the shops reaffirmed this.  So mum decided to think this through a bit 
with her child.  She reported that progress had been made. Her child was 
now beginning to think a little about buying presents for daddy. 
I love receiving presents at Christmas. And I love giving them too, even 
though there may be a bit of trepidation about whether my nearest and 
dearest will like what I have bought. It is quite nice to get a clue, a hint, a 
bit of a steer - although I do try to spring a surprise which I always find 
fun. 
Thankfully our children (aged 25 and 22) have now gone beyond craving 
for the must-have present and my annual challenge of whether they need 
them or just want them is no longer repeated. Below a certain age it may 
be difficult for some children to understand the difference between wants 
and needs.  
I am not surprised, however, that many children know what peace is and 
how much that is needed in the world and valued in their lives. In recent 
assemblies around the theme of Remembrance, the children came out 
with some wonderful ideas about peace and how they find it: by bird 
watching, walking, going for a run, listening to music, playing a musical 
instrument, floating on their backs in water, and many more. The idea 
behind this was to think through the idea that peace begins with us.  
Peace can be elusive at Christmas especially if you have children about. 
For others, peace is overwhelming for being alone brings with it grinding 
loneliness when everyone is supposed to be happy. It is not the same for 
everyone; some prefer their own company and are not at all miserable 
about it. 
Not all people want peace, but I think all of us need it.  Finding time for a 
few moments’ peace even in the sometimes frantic round of going to work 
and finding time to prepare for Christmas can be a real challenge. If we 
can find a few moments, even to stray into prayer, it may help us hear 
those angels sing: ‘Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on 
earth.’ It is very easy to miss. 
As we go into the New Year in this double issue, peace is something we 
can resolve to strive for in 2016. It is needed more and more as humanity 
continues to fall out with itself. Peace starts with ourselves and how we 
live our lives. And even if we are not falling out with people peace can 



3 

A Message from the Churchwardens of the Humshaugh, 

Simonburn and Wark Benefice. 
Dear Friends 

We wish everyone a very happy time with preparations for Christmas and into the 

New Year.  

There will be many services and events during this time,  which are mentioned 

elsewhere in this “Jumbo” edition of the Broadsheet, which takes us into early 

February 2016. We highlight: 

 Thursday 10th December – Humshaugh School Nativity Carol Service in 

St.Peter’s Church at 2.00 pm 

 Friday 18th   December    – Wark School Carol Service in St.Michael’s 

Church at 2.30 pm 

 Thurs 24th    December       Christmas Eve -  Carol Service at St.Peter’s 

Humshaugh with Bishop Frank at 6.30 pm 
 

Easter is early in 2016, starting with Ash Wednesday on 10th February and with 

Easter Day on 27th March. Following the success of the Lent group with Chollerton 

and Wall in 2015, there are plans to have a similar group during Lent 2016. 

Appointment of Vicar to the Benefice 

Many will be wondering whether we are any nearer to having a new Vicar. 

Following Michael’s retirement last autumn, each of the three PCC’s drew up 

individual Parish Profiles which were put together into a Benefice Profile, discussed 

with the Archdeacon and agreed by all three PCC’s.  A “job description” was drawn 

up by the Bishop and we have been advertising both locally and nationally since the 

early summer. Sadly, up to the time of writing, we have not been able to make an 

appointment. It is important to find the right person, and we must pray with 

patience, but also with confidence, for the best outcome. 

 

We sincerely thank all the clergy, readers and others who have been so 
supportive during our vacancy and we do please ask that everyone in each 
of the three parishes, in their own way, continues with their support, to be 
able to maintain and grow the Church in our area.  

 

With Best Wishes for a Very Happy Christmas and New Year to everyone. 
Veronica Allgood, Anne Bell, Judith Brown, 

John McCollum, John Cooper, Roger Langford  

sometimes be absent from our lives. Just a little can go a long way.  It can 
make a big difference to us and those around us.  Peace can be catching.  I 
hope you will catch it this Christmas and well into the New Year. 

 

God bless you.  Happy Christmas. And peace and joy to you and 
yours for 2016. 

                                                                                         Mike 
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Round and about Humshaugh 
 

Mothers’ Union 
It was Fireworks during the meeting on November 5th, when John Cox played 
Handel’s “Fireworks Music” for us.  He demonstrated how different the music 
sounded with instruments of the composer’s time, compared with modern ones.  
 It became a fascinating afternoon. 
On December 3rd, Adrian Langford will give his talk about his work in the Ambulance 
Service, using the very appropriate title of “Faith in Blue Lights.” 
There will be Christmas celebrations as well! 
And in the New Year we will begin with our annual Corporate Communion, which 
will be taken by the Revd Michael Slade on Thursday  January 14th  at 2pm in 
St Peter’s church. 
All the members of the Mothers’ Union would like to wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmas and New Year. 
 

Pub Quiz 
 
 
The December Quiz will be on Tuesday 15th at 8pm and will be in aid of 

Tynedale Hospice at Home – an important one to support! 
The January Quiz will be held on Tuesday 19th, again at 8pm and the Leek Club 
will be the beneficiaries. 
 

Humshaugh Playing Field Trust Fireworks 
 
It is a little while ago now, but the fireworks on November 5th were 
fantastic –  
Many thanks to all those involved. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Humshaugh Arts Projects 
 
Present the film “STRICTLY BALLROOM” 
An Australian,  hilarious film directed by Baz Luhrmann. 

It will be presented in the Village Hall on Friday January 8th at 7pm. 
(There is no film in December). 
                                                                                                              Liesbeth Langford 
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Humshaugh Church Restoration of Parapets and 

Improvement to Vestry. 
Many readers will be aware that the parapets, bell stack and flue stack on the church 

roof are in a dangerous condition and require restoration, which involves 

dismantling, renewal of some stone, and replacing on the roof with sound fixings. 

Improvement to the vestry involves a small enlargement, to be able to provide a 

more attractive main entrance to the church visible from the road, with improved 

access and approach. A toilet will be incorporated and all facilities will be 

wheelchair friendly. 

Cost of the restoration work, net of recoverable VAT, is currently estimated to be 

£90K and cost of the development work is currently estimated to be £70K including 

non recoverable VAT. The PCC have succeeded in obtaining backing from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) with a grant of £83K, which with a local trust grant of 

£12K and £5K transfer from reserves, accounts for £100K towards the project. This 

leaves a shortfall of £60K for which there will be an appeal to the community for 

£5K and the balance of £55K will be sought from national and other local grant 

giving bodies. 

Necessary surveys, including wildlife, have now been completed, local authority 

planning permission obtained, and approvals received from the Church Diocesan 

Advisory Committee and Georgian Society. We aim to jump all the remaining 

practical and administrative hoops and to secure the necessary finance, to be able by 

June 2016, to start the actual building work, which it is estimated will take around 

four months to complete. 

With your help, we look forward with enthusiasm to progressing this exciting 

project and being able to celebrate the church’s bicentenary in less than three year’s 

time, with having a church fit for the next two hundred years! 

John McCollum and Roger Langford - Churchwardens 
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Remembrance 2015 
 

          The truly excellent Remembrance Day service was held at St. Michael’s, 

Wark this year but a display has been on show at St. Peter’s, Humshaugh.  The 

poppy display on the altar included a ceramic poppy from The Tower of London, 

presented to us by John Beattie of Newcastle who has two Beattie relatives 

listed on the Great War Memorials in Church and the Village War Memorial.     

Also a model of the village war memorial was in Church together with a folder of 

personal details of many of the war dead.  

        

          Thank you to all who made this happen and especially Joy Taylor, John 

Beattie and Jen and Dennis Ogle. 

                                                                                 John McCollum 

                                                                                 Roger Langford  

CAROL SINGING IN THE VILLAGE     
 

We propose again, an evening of Carol Singing around the village of 

Humshaugh during the week leading up to Christmas.  A collection will be taken 

for The Children’s Society.   

 

This will take place on Wednesday 16th December and we will meet at 6.30pm 

outside The Crown.   This is by way of an invitation to anyone who would like to 

join us, you would be most welcome.   To everyone else at home, to let you 

know that we shall be coming around the village and we shall try to visit as many 

of you as possible.    Do please keep lights on, so that drives and lanes are as safe 

as possible.   Don’t be too disappointed if we do not visit you but we shall try. It 

is impossible to visit the whole village during one evening! 

 

We shall be out for about two hours,  weather permitting,  and will end with 

seasonal refreshment.  

 

John McCollum 

Roger Langford 

Corinne Campbell 
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SHROVETIDE PARTY 2016 

St Peter’s Church 
 

Tuesday 9th FEBRUARY   
We would like to invite you and your family and friends to our 

Shrovetide Party to be held in Humshaugh Village Hall on the above 

date. 

Refreshments will be served at 7pm and entertainment follows at 

7.30pm. 
 

The title this year will be  ‘TIME’  which allows scope for lots of 

creative ideas and initiative in considering a short stage production.    

This is what we have in mind and so anyone who would like to contribute 

to the entertainment please contact one of us directly.  
 

Refreshments are provided and there is no charge.  There will be an 

opportunity during the evening to contribute to appropriate charitable 

organisations, details of which will be announced later.  Please note that 

Shrove Tuesday is very early in the New Year so do start thinking now! 
 

DO COME AND ENJOY THE EVENING. 
 

JOHN McCOLLUM 

LIESBETH LANGFORD. 

Apology from the editor 
   

              I would like to apologise  for missing out some of the entries in the 

November  Broadsheet. 

 

      Please make sure you have given  any items  you would like putting in the 

Broadsheet , to your particular contacts before the 14th of the month. 
         

                                                                                                        Thankyou 

                ————————————————————————— 

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas  

 and a Happy and Peaceful New Year 

                              Editor 
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WARK PARISH NEWS 
 

 

     I am thinking `what to write’ as facing a huge pile of ironing – why do we 
leave it all to mount up?  Last month, I left you with thoughts of festival 
churches being considered.  Since then more has been reported and truthfully, 
it is not considerably different to the way we successfully currently operate.  
Our Parish and Benefice has been well served during travelling the road to find 
a new incumbent.  Jesus travelled a road, the road to Emmaus (Luke Ch 24:13) 
which did bring interesting issues to his attention.  I am thinking of our leaking 
roof project, for which we are finding there may, just, be a way forward, so it is 
watch this space (not the hole in the roof). 
 
 

     We all travel roads with Jesus; some finding a dead end, some a T-junction 
others a roundabout. Our road with Jesus continues to and beyond our demise. 
 

I am on the road, as many know – the A69 then to the west of Carlisle, 
however my road with Jesus will continue and I shall see the projects at 
St Michael’s come to completion. The pledges made are: 1, I will not join 
another PCC; 2, I am going to have a purple AGA and a traditional coloured one 
in another part of the kitchen. The project? a 17th century farmhouse along 
with 2 acres of garden with more beyond, to be completed by July 2017. Look 
out for the invite to the opening party. 
 
 

     Sufficient about me, so let us move on to village matters.  These dark and 
damp days of November inspire our thoughts to look out for the bright and 
encouraging lights of Christmas ,when I am sure there will be great competition 
with the displays around the village. 
 
 

     Over the previous three years or so, a number of organizations have applied 
and received from Green Rigg Wind Farm via Community Benefit Fund grants 
for projects. There is a reasonable amount available three times a year for 
consideration.  St Michael’s ,along with the School, Town Hall and the Monday 
Men have been recipients, so should any organization wish to apply, please ask 
me for further information, although I sit on the `giving committee’ I do sit out 
at any decision making process when I am aware of the local interest (as do all 
other members for their area)  It is worth giving it a go – just ask for details 
from me. 
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     Our wonderful Guild, who contribute so much to the general funding of St 
Michael’s , believe they will celebrate their Ruby anniversary in 2016.  Sorry to say 
the minute books from 1976 have not as yet come to light, however the active 
remaining initial members are confident 2016 is the year.  The Revd. John Wragg 
set this up and over the years marvellous work has been done to benefit us all.  
Should anyone wish to join, not restricted to ladies as I have discovered, please, 
contact Ann Bell on 230259. 
 

     The list of church/village activities for December goes on and on so rather than 
block up the pages of this bumper BROADSHEET I have, probably infuriating the 
collators, decided to include a supplement for the Wark Parish events. 
 

Although not a church event The Festive Meal for Senior Citizens of the parish will  
be in January 2016 and will be held on Wednesday 13th in Wark Town Hall at 
6.30pm.  The worst part of doing this job is not preparing the brussel sprouts but 
knowing who to invite.  Please should you feel overlooked contact me and I will 
allow you to come along! (just buy a few raffle tickets) 
 

     As I sit in front of my PC, with Christmas cards to one side (printed months ago 
this time)  I would like to express the sincere thanks of the PCC to all who 
contribute, print, and deliver THE BROADSHEET to you. All is much appreciated.  I 
am aware sometimes my words are not the opinion of the church, however ,when 
Dad and I started doing these notes, he told me not to make them too stuffy, make 
them funny and let us have a laugh – Sunday is for that religious stuff  
(his words – not mine!) 
 
       With every good wish for a joyful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 
    Love          
                                                                                                            JOHN 
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2015 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 6th December  -  The Second Sunday of Advent 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

 

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-4 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

Epistle: Philippians 1:3-11 
Psalm: Benedictus 

Sunday 13th December  -  The Third Sunday of Advent  

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion  

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion 

   

9.30 Humshaugh Morning Prayer 

11.00 Simonburn Morning Prayer 

6.30 Stonehaugh Christingle 

Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-end 
Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7  
Psalm: 146:4-end 

Sunday 20th December  -  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Carol Service 

6.00 United Carol Service Chollerton 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion  

6.00 Wark Carol Service 

6.30 Simonburn Carol Service  

Old Testament: Micah 5:2-5a 
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 

Epistle: Hebrews 10:5-10  
Psalm: 80:1-8 

Thursday 24th December  -  Christmas Eve 

6.00pm Gunnerton Crib Service 

11.15pm Chollerton Midnight Mass 

 

6.30pm Humshaugh Carol Service 

11.30pm Simonburn Holy Communion 

                With Bishop Frank 

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 

 

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14  
Psalm: 96 

Friday 25th December  -  Christmas Day 

9.00 Thockrington Family Communion  

10.30 Birtley Family Communion 

9.00 Humshaugh Holy Communion 

10.30 Wark Holy Communion  

Old Testament: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Gospel: John 1:1-14 

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-4  
Psalm: 98 

Sunday 27th December   -  The First Sunday of Christmas   

10.30 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

Combined Chollerton & Humshaugh 

                      Benefices 

 

10.30 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

Combined Chollerton & Humshaugh 

                      Benefices 

 

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Gospel: Luke 2:41-end 

Epistle: Colossians 3:12-17 
Psalm: Psalm 148:7-end 
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2016 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 3rd January  -  The Epiphany 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

  

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12 
Psalm: 72:10-15 

Sunday 10th January  -  The Baptism of Christ 

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion 

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion   

11.00 Simonburn  Benefice  

Holy Communion - St Mungo’s Tide 

Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Epistle: Acts 8:14-17  
Psalm: 29 

Sunday 17th January  -  The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer  

Old Testament: Isaiah 62:1-5 
Gospel: John 2:1-11 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  
Psalm: 36:5-10 

Sunday 24th January  -  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

9.00 Thockrington 1662 Communion 

10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion 

9.30 Wark Holy Communion 

11.00 Simonburn Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Humshaugh Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  
Psalm: 19:1-6 

Sunday 31st January  -  The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas)  

10.30 Chollerton Benefice 

Communion  

10.30 Humshaugh Benefice  

Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-5 
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

Epistle: Hebrews 2:14-end 
Psalm: 24:7-end 

Sunday  7th February  -  The Sunday Next Before Lent   

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 

10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

 

9.30 Humshaugh 1662 Communion  

11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion  

6.00 Wark Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-end 
Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Psalm: 99 
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Simonburn Notes 
 

As I write these notes, we have all heard on the news about the horrendous atrocity 

in Paris. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all concerned. 

It is good to hear that Dick Locke is doing well after his operation, we wish him a 

speedy recovery. 

A big thank you to all that helped clear the leaves from the war memorial and green 

on a very wet weekend, ready for the wreath laying on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

Christmas is nearly upon us, adverts on the television and decorations in the shops, 

make me panic. Lists, lists and more lists and there never seems enough time. It is 

not as if the date has changed! 

 

On the 12th December, Bishop Christine Hardman's public ministry as Bishop of 

Newcastle will begin at a Service of Inauguration in St. Nicholas' Cathedral in 

Newcastle, where representatives from each parish have been invited. We wish her 

well in her new appointment. 

Flowers in the church always make it 'extra' beautiful for the Christmas season, any 

donations of especially flowers, greenery or money, would be gratefully received by 

Mrs Allgood. (Flowers or greenery can be left in the church, any money can be left 

with Mrs Allgood or if more convenient The Hadley's 1 Red Lion Terrace) 

THANKYOU. 

On the morning of Saturday 19th December, all children and adults are invited to 

help decorate the Christmas tree and church and also arrange flowers. Please meet 

from 9am. 

 

A REMINDER When cleaning the brasses, please do NOT clean the eagle lectern, 

thank you. 

The weekend of 19th December the church will be filled with music as The North 

Tyne and Redewater Choral Society are holding a Concert for Christmas in 

St. Mungo's at 7.30pm, Tickets £10 including refreshments, available at the door. 

On Sunday 20th December, we are holding our own Carol Service, joined by the 

beautiful voices of Antiphon. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served. I always 

think we should start with mulled wine, to help us sing better!! 

24th December, Christmas Eve, there will be a Holy Communion service at 

11.30pm. 

 

I would like to wish everyone and their families, a very Happy and Healthy 

Christmas and New Year.                                                                             

 

                                       Best Wishes,  

                                                                                                        Sharon 
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Compline 
Night Prayer, or Compline, is a service of readings, prayers and silence with 
which to end the day.  It lasts up to about twenty minutes and allows us 
space to be still and know God’s presence to be with us.  It is especially 
helpful to allow us to prepare spiritually for the great season of Christmas.  
These services will be held on four Wednesdays in Advent at 9.00pm as 
follows: 
December 2nd at Birtley St Giles (at which we shall especially pray for our 
new bishop); 
9th  at Gunnerton St Christopher; 
16th at Thockrington St Aidan; and, 
23rd at Chollerton St Giles. 

 
Carol Singing around Birtley village 
On Monday December 21st at 6.30pm we shall once again sing carols by 
torchlight around the village.  All are welcome to join us, and a collection 
will be taken for the Children’s Society.  Meet outside Jack and Joan 
Robson’s home. 

MeSsY cHuRcH…. 
 

Our next Messy Church meets on Saturday January 16th at 
3.00pm in Barrasford Village Hall.  Children of all ages 
welcome for fun activities, a short worship time of singing and 
praying and a lovely family meal to end with.  We are 
normally finished by 5.00pm.  All welcome, both old and new.  

Children only accompanied by an adult, preferably parents or 
grandparents.  It’s free but if you wish to leave a donation all money is 
ploughed back into Messy Church, thank you.  More information from 
Mike or Fiona (681721). 

The Chollerton Stable Block and Hearse House 
Following a Chollerton school visit in September, some children are 
watching progress very carefully.  They will have seen the roof stripped, 
timber replaced, cracks in walls healed over and progress being made.  
The weather hasn’t been too bad to begin with but it has started to get 
cold and wet and laying stones becomes more of a challenge.  More 
wood needed to be replaced than originally thought, but the men are 
getting on well.  Ian, our architect, is recovering remarkably well from 
his stroke and Robin our replacement architect hit the ground running 
and got things moving quickly, thankfully. 
                                                                                                   Mike 
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From the Registers 
 

Holy Baptism 
We welcomed into the Family of the Church 

Albert Christopher Cambo Landale at Chollerton St Giles on Sunday 
October 25th  

Bella Anne Willow Brown at Gunnerton St Christopher on Sunday 
November 15th  

 

Community Events in Gunnerton Church 

Gunnerton Lunch Club 
 

Wednesday December 16th  
Christmas Special 

£4.00 
12noon-1.00pm  

To include seasonal delights in addition to delicious homemade soup, 
pudding with a festive flavour, tea and coffee, 

 raffle of a Christmas hamper and other goodies.  
Please reserve your place by ringing  

Susan Reay on 681852 by 9th December. 

The Bonus Ball Club 
 

For many years a Bonus Ball club has run each week to provide regular 
financial support for the fabric of Gunnerton church.  To choose a 
vacant Ball number and so have a chance of winning a weekly cash prize 
please ring Susan Reay on 681852 as soon as possible. 

 Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

January luncheon club  
Wednesday 27thJanuary  

£2.50.  
 All welcome 
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Coffee Morning 
 

December 2nd and January 7th from 10.30am to 
12.00 noon 

Delicious coffee, home bakes and great 
conversation guaranteed! 

Birtley Village Hall 

Birtley & District Gardening Group 
 

December 8
th
 The Natural History of Christmas  

 Speaker: Keith Bowie, Glead Ecological and Environmental Services 
This is our Christmas special with delicious nibbles and drinks    

from 7.00pm for 7.30pm                     
 

January 19
th

 (note date) Meconopsis: wonderful Himalayan poppies 
Speaker: John Richards, past President of the Alpine Garden Society. 

7.30pm for 7.45pm 
 

The group always welcomes new visitors or prospective members 
whether experienced or rookie gardeners. 

The annual membership for 2015/16 season is 
£20.00 

Guests / single talks £4.00 (£6.00 in December) 

Birtley Local History Group  
 

Thursday December 17th (note day change) 
Tales of local ‘Old Charictors’ 

Wednesday January 20th 
‘A wee dram for the New Year’ 

Illicit whisky distilling in Northumberland with Dr Ian Roberts 
 

Birtley Village Hall supper room at 7.30pm 
Further details from Mary White 01434 230307 

£2.00 per person 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=22aVpUyvEqERzM&tbnid=VnJZV_DsqR1X1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jb-publications.co.uk%2Fbviewcathedrals.htm&ei=2FlMUevyIOua0QW5wIDwBA&bvm=bv.44158598,d.d2k&psig
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Other Church services within the Chollerton Benefice 
 

Barrasford Methodist Chapel: Normally services are at 6.30pm each Sunday. 
On Sunday December 20th we join with the Parish Church at 6.00pm for our 
United Carol Service.  
Great Swinburne: St Mary’s RC Church.  Mass at 10.15am and 12.00 Noon 
every Sunday, the 12 o’clock Mass in the Extraordinary Form, said in Latin. 
Enquiries to Fr Bede (Tel: 681968) 
 

Chollerton WI  
 

 

Our 2nd December meeting is a Christmas Craft Night with pooled 
supper.  There is no meeting in January, but we are looking forward to our 
Festive Meal at the Barrasford Arms on Friday, 15 January.  In February we 
will be celebrating our 4th Birthday - doesn't time fly when you are 
enjoying yourself!  
                      New members will be made very welcome.  

                                                                                             Pauline 

For your Diary 
Friends of Chollerton Churches 

Present 

Traditional Burns Supper 
(with a Northumbrian twist) 

On Monday 25th January 2016 
At Barrasford Village Hall 

 

Featuring: 
Kerr Henry (Ode to Haggis) 
John Bushby (Border Pipes) 

Eddie Milligan (Toast to the Lassies) 
 

With traditional fare by Tony Binks of Barrasford Arms 
-Bar- 

Tickets from Bob Fletcher on 01434 681949 or 07733 529228 
Or by email at bob@atretail.co.uk  

mailto:bob@atretail.co.uk
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Tea parties  
…take place once a month from 2pm to 4pm. Everyone is welcome and they 
are particularly aimed at those who would appreciate some friendly 
company once in a while. 
       They are always the second Wednesday in each month.  The next tea 
party is on Wednesday 9th December and it will be our ‘Christmas Party’ 
with crackers, carols, mince pies, presents etc… Please put it in your diary 
and do try to come along. It would also be wonderful if each helper could 
bring one new person with them – this is a challenge I know, but let’s see if 
we can do it! 
         Lifts can be arranged for those who do not have their own 
transport.   
Please contact: Alice Murphy on 01434 689387 or her mobile: 07968 396938 

Barrasford Village Hall 

 
Friday 4th December - Quiz night 8pm with pooled supper 
 
Saturday 5th December - The Wild Murphy's band night, 7.30 pm ticket £6 
and on sale now from Michelle Nixon or Ian Ian Timber Stewart 
 
Christmas raffle in aid of Barrasford Village Hall supper room refurbish-
ment. This is the last phase of the hall refurbishment. Tickets are on sale 
now available from the village shop or committee members. Fantastic 
prizes; Christmas Hamper,  £50 Waitrose vouchers, cordless Drill, trio of 
spirits, Barrasford Arms Sunday lunch for 2 and much more.... 
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Stonehaugh Events  
 

 Christingle is being held  on Sunday13th December at 6.30pm. 

 Christmas Bottle Bingo on Thursday 17th December eyes down at 8pm. 

 Santa will be making an early visit on Christmas Eve at 6.30pm. 
 

Date for your diary 

 25th January Burns Night Supper  

Christmas  Bottle Bingo 
at 

Stonehaugh Village Hall 

Thursday 17th December 

Eyes Down  

8pm. 

All welcome 

Burns Night Supper 
 

Monday 25th January 

Stonehaugh Village Hall 

7.30pm. for 8pm. 

For more details contact:- 

Brenda on 230447 

Caroline on 230473 

(look out for posters for more details) 
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Humshaugh Christmas Show 

Snow White 

 

 

 
 

Humshaugh Village Hall 

Friday 4th and Saturday 5th December 7:30 pm 

Tickets available from Humshaugh Community Shop 

£7 Adults £3 Children  

Refreshments and Raffle  

At Christmas by Edgar Albert Guest 
 

A man is at his finest towards the finish of the year; 
He is almost what he should be when the Christmas season's here; 

Then he's thinking more of others than he's thought the months before, 
And the laughter of his children is a joy worth toiling for. 

He is less a selfish creature than at any other time; 
When the Christmas spirit rules him he comes close to the sublime. 

When it's Christmas man is bigger and is better in his part; 
He is keener for the service that is prompted by the heart. 

All the petty thoughts and narrow seem to vanish for awhile 
And the true reward he's seeking is the glory of a smile. 

Then for others he is toiling and somehow it seems to me 
That at Christmas he is almost what God wanted him to be. 

If I had to paint a picture of a man I think I'd wait 
Till he'd fought his selfish battles and had put aside his hate. 

I'd not catch him at his labors when his thoughts are all of pelf, 
On the long days and the dreary when he's striving for himself. 

I'd not take him when he's sneering, when he's scornful or depressed, 
But I'd look for him at Christmas when he's shining at his best. 

Man is ever in a struggle and he's oft misunderstood; 
There are days the worst that's in him is the master of the good, 
But at Christmas kindness rules him and he puts himself aside 

And his petty hates are vanquished and his heart is opened wide. 
Oh, I don't know how to say it, but somehow it seems to me 

That at Christmas man is almost what God sent him here to be. 
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The Leprosy Mission 
 

If you have any used stamps from your Christmas 

cards please could you leave them in  

St Mungo's Church, Simonburn,  

or pop them through the door at  

1 Red lion Terrace, Simonburn. 

Thank you 

 

Broadsheet information 
 

If you have anything that you think would be of any interest for the 

Broadsheet. 

 

Please contact the following people: 

 

 Liesbeth Langford for Humshaugh… 

 Sharon Hadley for Simonburn… 

 John Cooper for Wark… 

 The Revd. Michael Slade for  

 Chollerton, Birtley, Gunnerton and Throckrington... 

                   

  Many Thanks 

Roger Hadley  (Editor) 


