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Humshaugh Vicarage  
 
             One of the best memories I have of Christmas as a child is of looking out 
of our lounge window through the snow as I waited for the Salvation Army brass 
band to come and play carols in the street. We all knew they would come on a 
particular day in the week before Christmas and occasionally, just once or twice 
over the years; it would snow the day they came. When I think of Christmas now I 
still have that image clear in my mind, along with Johnny Weissmuller as Tarzan 
and William Hartnell as Dr. Who on the TV, and sleeping in the back of the A35 
van on the way home from delivering presents to a succession of relatives.  
 

              For me Christmas is a series of happy childhood memories that merge into 
watching our own family grow and seeing our children playing amongst the 
wrapping paper. But I know that this is not everyone’s set of memories. For some 
Christmas has always been a time of stress and heartache; separation from loved 
ones, illness, or an inability to bridge the financial gap between reality and 
expectation, loneliness and so much more. As an adult I experienced some of this; 
working as a police officer over Christmas and seeing the effects of too much 
alcohol and pent up feelings, answering the phone for a charity helpline and talking 
to people who were lonely, and delivering food parcels from our Food Bank in 
Cramlington to families who otherwise would not have eaten over the festive 
period.  
 

           Yet in this messed up 21st century what I cling onto now is that the 
Christmas story is at its core a message of hope, based in faith and on trusting a 
God who always keeps his promises. I say this because what we celebrate on 
December 25th is both the culmination of thousands of years of relationship 
between God and his creation and the start of something new. 
 

            Before the birth of Christ the history of God and man is a rollercoaster;  
God gives, humans take, go their own way and mess it up, God restores. And this 
is repeated time and time again; history shows that there is literally no hope of us 
sorting it out on our own and so God promises a saviour to resolve it all. It is his 
birth we celebrate at Christmas, the coming of God’s promised one, the one who 
can restore all, resolve all, bring peace to all and yet again repair the relationship 
between humans and their creator. 
 

             I look around the world this Christmas and wonder why so many people 
are still trying to fix things themselves, how it is that so many people either don’t 
recognise what Jesus came for or have managed to forget the truth of the message 
he brings. 
 

If you already know Jesus then come and celebrate his birth with us at one of the 
services over Christmas, if you don’t yet know him then maybe this is the time to 
come and find out more. 
 
Happy Christmas. 

                                                                                                                                                     
Steve 
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Round and About Humshaugh 
 

Mothers’ Union 
For their November “Wave of Prayer” Service, the Mothers’ Union went to 
Falstone, near to where one of their members lives.  A warm welcome was 
given and everyone so enjoyed being in Falstone church:  another Naval one, 
like ours and dedicated to St Peter, as ours is. 
Afterwards a wonderful tea was enjoyed in the village café.  And the car journey 
there and back was great with all those brilliant autumn colours. 
On Thursday December 1st the Christmas meeting will be held at the home of 
Anne Race, when members will recall special Christmasses in their lives.  The 
meeting begins at 2pm. 
Christmas Shoeboxes will be taken to the Abbey later that day for homeless 
people in Newcastle. 
On Friday, January 13th at 2pm, Revd. Steve Wilkinson will lead our Corporal 
Communion Service at St Peter’s church in Humshaugh. 
All the members would like to wish everybody a very happy Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year. 
 

Pub Quiz 
There is no quiz in December. 
The January quiz will be held on January 17th at 8pm and will be in aid of 
the Crown Inn Leek Club. 

 
Humshaugh First School 

There will be a Christmas production/nativity Hosanna Rock on 
Thursday 9th December at the school at 9.15 and 5.30.  Raffle and 
refreshments in the morning.  Everyone is very welcome. 

On the 14th of December the children will be going to see Jungle Book at the 
Queens Theatre.  This is a treat given by the Friends of Humshaugh School! 
Carols will be sung by the children at Elmbank Nursing Home in Hexham.  Last 
year it was loved by everyone, so it is great they are doing it again. 
And last but not least:  on December 16th all the children will be wearing a 
“festive jumper” in aid of “Save the Children.”   
It would be fun if as many people as possible joined in – perhaps those working 
in the shop?? 

 
        Liesbeth Langford   
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WARK PARISH NEWS 
 

I have in front of me, a cutting from a daily newspaper reporting Britain 
has become a nation of Christmas – only churchgoers along with another 
saying `free wine, worship and song’.  It appears a website (everything 
else is on the web) called www.AChristmasNearYou.org has been set up.  
Well, the details for the Christmas services are here for you in the 
centre page along with a flyer.  My late mother was told by a previous 
incumbent, we have to remember whose birthday we are celebrating.   
I look forward to seeing you at one or more of the services. 
 

To reflect for a few moments; Remembrance Sunday this year was at St. 
Mungo’s with wreath laying following at Humshaugh and Wark. The 
children from Wark School held a short service at the memorial on 
Friday 11th at 11.00am.   
 

St. Michael’s has now established a monthly cleaning rota, which is out 
in church, please add your name and I will indicate where the cleaning 
materials are –or bring your own! 
 

Advent, this year, 27th November, is the beginning and end of the church 
year (Alpha and Omega) so may I thank all who have worked for us with 
THE BROADSHEET contribution to, printing, collation and distribution 
of. Thank you. 
 

The Guild, who contribute through you, so much over the year to St. 
Michael’s, had a most enjoyable lunch on 8th November when over the 
pudding they did get around to sorting out the final arrangements for 
the Christmas Bazaar which is on Sunday 4th December in The Town Hall 
at 2.00pm.  Please do come along to support and Santa will be arranging 
his diary so as to be present. Great afternoon out – please support us. 
 

St. Michael’s hold their next PCC meeting on 6th December in the 
Westacres Community room at 7.30pm.  At the last PCC meeting it was 
reported work on the tower roof should commence in April 2017 as care 
needs to be taken regarding the roost of bats.  
 

All in the parish know Anne Grieve, who, has almost completed a valiant 
job in walking (assisted-not to say she was on her knees at times with 
family or friends) not only the boundary of Wark but along with Birtley.  
A few of us will remember when Wark and Birtley was one parish with 
one Vicar. Then the change came and now we are the other side of the 
river. But we like them getting along together. Anne will distributed the 
sponsorship between the Rose Window at St Gile’s, Birtley and St. 
Michael’s Gate restoration. 
 

In the Parish, a band of merry helpers get together along with support 
from various places, to bring together funds to arrange for a Senior 
Citizens Festive Meal. Knowing just who to ask along is the worst part of 
the job. Invites have or are being distributed at this time and the 
arranging team have requested should you feel you have been 
overlooked then please do contact me. 
 
Happy Christmas and every good wish for 2017.     
                                                                                     Love John 

http://www.achristmasnearyou.org/
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From the Registers 

 
Holy Baptism 

 
We welcomed into the Family of the Church 

Demi Alise Reay at Chollerton St Giles on Sunday November 6th  

 
Compline 

As in past years short services of Compline (about 15 minutes’ long) will 
take place during Advent on the following Wednesdays at 9.00pm: 

 November 30th at Birtley St Giles; 

 December 7th at Gunnerton St Christopher; 

 December 14th at Chollerton St Giles; and, 

 December 21st at Thockrington St Aidan. 
 
Compline consists of prayers, silence, an unaccompanied hymn and a 
short Bible reading.  It is a good ending to the day and many find it a 
welcome oasis during the busyness of the run up to Christmas. 

Community Events in Gunnerton Church 

Gunnerton Lunch Club 
Christmas Special 

Wednesday December 14th   
£4.00 

12noon-1.00pm  
Delicious homemade soup and pudding all 

with a Christmas flavour, tea and coffee, raffle of a Christmas hamper 
and other goodies. 

To reserve a place please ring Susan Reay on 681852  
before December 7th. 

 

In the New Year the next Luncheon Club will be on January 25th.  
All welcome 

 Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

Crib Service 
This year’s Crib Service at Gunnerton church is at the earlier time of 
5.00pm which we hope will enable children to attend this service with 
our Special Guest before going on to Barrasford Village Hall to see Sante 
again.  
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2016 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 4th December  -  The Second Sunday of Advent  

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 
10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion 
11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 
6.00 Wark Evening Service of the Word 

Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 

Epistle: Romans 15:4-13    
Psalm: 72:1-7 

Sunday 11th December  -  The Third Sunday of Advent  

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion  
10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion 
 

9.30 Humshaugh Morning Prayer  
11.00  Simonburn Matins 
6.30 Wark Christingle at Stonehaugh 
 

Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

Epistle: James 5:7-10  
Psalm: 80:1-4,18-19 

Sunday 18th December  -  The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 
10.30 Birtley Carol Service 
6.00 Chollerton United Carol Service 
 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion 
6.30 Simonburn Carol Service 
6.00 Wark  Carol Service 

Old Testament: Isaiah 7:10-16 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-end 

Epistle: Romans 1:1-7  
Psalm: 80:1-8 

Saturday 24th December  -  Christmas Eve 

5.00pm Gunnerton Crib Service  
11.15pm Chollerton Midnight Mass 

 
6.30 Humshaugh  Carol Service 
 
11.30pm Simonburn  
Midnight Mass for Christmas 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14  
Psalm: 96 

Sunday 25th December  -  Christmas Day  

9.00 Thockrington Family 
Communion 
10.30 Birtley Family Communion 

9.30am Humshaugh    
Family service for Christmas Day 
10.30am  Wark  
Christmas Holy Communion  

Old Testament: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Gospel: John 1:1-14 

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-4    
                                                                                                                                                        

Psalm: 98 
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2017 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 1st January  -  The Second Sunday of Christmas 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 
10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 
  

11.00 Simonburn 
Benefice Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 63:7-9 
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-end  

Epistle: Hebrews 2:10-end 
Psalm: 148:7-end 

Sunday 8th January  -  The Baptism of Christ 

9.00 Thockrington Holy Communion 
10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion   

9.30 Humshaugh Morning Prayer 
11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 
6.30 Wark Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9 
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-end 

Epistle: Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm: 29 

Sunday 15th January  -  The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 
10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion  
11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion 
6.30 Wark  Evening Service of the Word 

Old Testament: Isaiah 49:1-7 
Gospel: John 1:29-42 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
Psalm: 40:1-12 

Sunday 22nd January  -  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

9.00 Thockrington 1662 Communion 
10.30 Chollerton Holy Communion 

9.30 Wark Holy Communion 
11.00 Simonburn  Matins 
6.30pm Humshaugh Evening Prayer 

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:1-4 
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
Psalm: 27:1-11 

Sunday 29th January  -  The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)  

10.30 Chollerton Benefice Communion  10.30 Humshaugh 
 Benefice Holy Communion 

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-5 
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

Epistle: Hebrews 2:14-end 
Psalm: 24:7-end 

Sunday  5th February  -  The Fourth Sunday before Lent   

9.00 Gunnerton Holy Communion 
10.30 Birtley Holy Communion 
 

9.30 Humshaugh Holy Communion  
11.00 Simonburn Holy Communion  
6.30 Wark Prayer and Praise Service 

Old Testament: Isaiah 58:1-9a 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Psalm: 112:1-9 
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Coffee Morning 
 
 

Thursday December 1st from 10.30am to 
12.00 noon 

Delicious coffee, home bakes and great     
conversation guaranteed! 

Birtley Village Hall 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING 
 

You are warmly invited to Birtley Village Hall 
Friday 2nd December from 7.30pm 

Join us for an evening of festive enjoyment. 
 Bring family and friends. 

Bar, soft drinks and nibbles. 

 
Other Church services within the Chollerton Benefice 

 
Barrasford Methodist Chapel: Normally services are at 6.30pm each 
Sunday. And on December 11th you are invited to come to our special 
Carol Service, there will be refreshments to follow and all are very 
welcome. 
Great Swinburne: St Mary’s RC Church.  Mass at 10.15am and 12.00 Noon 
every Sunday, the 12 o’clock Mass in the Extraordinary Form, said in 
Latin. Enquiries to Fr Bede (Tel: 681968) 

Chollerton WI 
  
Chollerton WI  Elspeth Horsefield will be talking about Painting on Silk 
at our December meeting on Wednesday, 7th.   There is no meeting in 
January, however our Seasonal Meal has been booked for Friday 
evening, 20 January at the Barrasford Arms Hotel.  There will be a 
Birthday Social Evening on 1st February, with entertainment.   
                 Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. 

Pauline 

Friends of Chollerton Churches invite you to their next event:  
 

Friday December 16th at 7.00pm at Chipchase Castle Chapel the return 
of the very popular candlelit Yuletide Service with refreshments 
afterwards in the Castle.  Tickets at £15.00 and further details from 
Bob Fletcher 
Tel Home  01434 681 949 
      Work   0191 280 4238 
email  bob@atretail.co.uk 

mailto:bob@atretail.co.uk
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Tea parties  
…take place once a month from 2.30pm to 
4.30pm; please note the slightly later times due 
to another booking in the Hall. Everyone is 
welcome and they are particularly aimed at those 
who would appreciate some friendly company 
once in a while. 
 
 

 
Forthcoming tea parties will be held on 
Wednesday December 14th with carols accompanied by Marc Bryant on 
the piano and delicious seasonal delights.  
Newton Village Hall, NE43 7UL. 
 
Please note the new times of 2.30pm to 4.30pm. Lifts can be arranged 
for those who do not have their own transport.  You won’t be alone, 
some 25-30 people attend, sometimes as many as 40,  
so all are welcome. 
Please contact: Alice Murphy on 01434 689387 or her mobile:  
07968 396938 

 
Hexham and District Bible Society  
 

invite you to an Advent Lunch on Wednesday 30th November 
12.30 - 13.30 at St Mary's RC Church, Hexham. Revd Mike 
Slade will give an Advent Reflection followed by a simple 
lunch of soup, bread & cheese.  

 

No charge but donations welcome 

Thank you: 
Thanks to Ken Carlisle and fellow cyclists who raised 
£666.50 including Gift Aid for the Hearse House works  and 
to Mary White and everyone who helped with Birtley church 
harvest lunch to raise £619.93 plus a further £600 plus Gift 
Aid for the Rose Window by Anne Grieve (and others) who 
showed great energy by walking right around the 
challenging Birtley church parish boundary. 

Carol Singing around Birtley Village 
On Wednesday December 21st at 6.30pm we shall sing 
carols around the village in aid of the Children’s 
Society.  All are welcome to join us, young and old, 
and we shall have carol sheets with the words on. Do 
bring a torch and wrap up warmly. We meet outside 
Jack and Joan Robson’s house.  
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Simonburn Notes 
The Remembrance Sunday Service was well attended  Even the midges arrived for 
the occasion. Thankyou to Mrs Allgood, the flowers in church, were beautiful. 
Thanks also, go to all those, that turned out to help clear the leaves from the 
memorial and village green. It took almost three and a half hours of hard work but 
what a difference it made. 
Everyone will be preparing for the Christmas season, when family and friends get 
together ….When preparing, please put these dates in your diaries.. 
On Saturday 17th The Sounds of Christmas (see below) 
Sunday 18th  December at 6.30pm St. Mungo’s Carol Service, led by Antiphon, 
with mince pies and mulled wine afterwards, this always goes very well!! 
On Christmas Eve, as we wait for Santa to make an early visit to the village , we can 
enjoy Hot Chocolate and Carols, curtesy of David and Soraya from Simonburn 
Tearoom. Santa will be arriving approx. 7pm 
On Christmas Eve at 11.30pm Midnight Mass . 
On New Years Day, Sunday 1st January 2017, there will be a Benefice Service in 
St. Mungo’s which will include the Baptism of Henry and Mary Lobb’s daughter, 
Alice, Catherine, Veronica. 
We do hope you can come along to these special services. 
With the rise in stamp prices a lot of people have stopped sending Christmas cards, 
which I think is very sad, but if you do get any Christmas cards through the post 
please save the stamps and leave them in the box in church for the Leprosy Mission, 
Thankyou. 
 

Well, that’s it for another year, I hope you  and all your families all have a lovely 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Happy Christmas ,  Love Sharon 

Redewater Coral Sosiaty  

The Sounds of Christmas 
St Mungo’s Church, Simonburn 

Saturday December 17
th
  

At 7.30pm 

Missa Sancti Nicolai – Haydn 

and music by 

Handel, Bach, Chilcott, Britten and Mathias 

Conductor – John Roper 

Organist – Michael Haynes 

Ana Fernandez-Guerra – soprano 

Rachel Bird – alto  

James Draper – tenor  

Patrick Owston – bass  

Ben Chinery – trumpet  

Admission - £10, including seasonal refreshments 
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CHOLLERTON FIRST SCHOOL 
PTFA 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 

1.30 – 3.00pm 
Stalls include:  

Cake & Produce, Tombola, 
Lucky Bags 

Raffle, Refreshments, Games 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

Chollerton First School  
Christingle  Service 

 

Monday 5th December 
St Giles Church Chollerton 

at 6pm 
All welcome 

 
The Ladies Guild 

Christmas Bazaar 
Sunday 4th December 

2pm 
Wark Town Hall 

Usual Stalls 
 

Santa will be visiting too! 

The Tans 
 

You may or may not be aware that The Tans in Hexham has reopened 
after a refurbishment. The cafe is in the back street near the barbers 
and is vegetarian. There are a diverse group of people working there 
most of whom have an issue or two. I know it helps them a lot working 
there. So if you want a nice cuppa and teacake or lunch I do 
recommend it.  

Paul Dennis 
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If you would like any information  in the Broadsheet  from: Chollerton ,Birtley, 
Gunnerton and Throckrington., please contact. 
 Revd. Mike Slade Tel: 01434 681721 
email: chollertonvicar@gmail.com 
 
I would like to wish you all a Happy, Heathy and Peaceful Christmas and New 
Year.  
                   God Bless                                                                                      Ed 

 

 
 
 

CAROL SINGING IN THE VILLAGE of HUMSHAUGH  

    
We propose again an evening of Carol Singing around the village of 
Humshaugh during the week leading up to Christmas.  A collection will be 
taken for The  Children’s Society.   
 

This will take place on Wednesday 14th December and we will meet at 6.30pm 
outside The Crown.   This is by way of an invitation to anyone who would like 
to join us, you would be most welcome.   To everyone else at home to let you 
know that we shall be coming around the village and we shall try to visit as 
many of you as possible.    Do please keep lights on so that drives and lanes are 
as safe as possible.   Don’t be too disappointed if we do not visit you but we 
shall try. It is impossible to visit the whole village during one evening but there 
is a full moon that evening so you never know!! 
 

We shall be out for about two hours,  weather permitting,  and will end with 
seasonal refreshment.                                     
                                                                                                                 Steve Wilkinson  

Roger Langford 
John McCollum 

Carol Service 
St. Mungo’s  Church Simonburn 

Sunday 18th  December  
6.30pm ,  

led by Antiphon,  
mince pies and mulled wine afterwards,  

this always goes down well!! 

mailto:chollertonvicar@gmail.com

