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        Humshaugh  Vicarage 
 
       Have you noticed how all the advertising has changed this last few weeks, 
summer is definitely coming, as are the suggestions you buy a new BBQ or garden 
furniture, and for many the conversation turns to summer holidays. When I hear 
these conversations I think back on the endless summers of my youth, when the 
holiday seemed to stretch out forever in front of us. And my memory is that the 
weather was always good too, which really just shows how faulty our recollection 
can be sometimes! 
        Bridlington with a sandy ice cream on the beach, the Lake District with paddle 
boat rides across the lake, Cornwall and surfing at Polzeath Beach or Wales for 
narrow gauge steam railways; they all bring back happy memories of my childhood. 
Great times with family and friends. 
        But I wonder now how my father paid for it all; he was self employed and if 
his customers were late paying then I remember how our existence could be hand to 
mouth at some points. Just how he managed to save during my childhood and put by 
what we needed to have a good summer break I’ll never know, but he managed and 
we always had a good holiday. 
        It’s funny how some things have remained the same over the years, despite the 
whirlwind of change that seems ever present in our lives and saving up to pay for 
holidays is just one of those things. I’m busy trying to find the best deal on Euros at 
the moment, in preparation for our week in the Spanish hills of Andalusia booked 
for later in the year, but the exchange rate seems to be tumbling like a stone and this 
year the pound seems to go a little less further. 
        And it is the same in our churches of course, many people’s giving, although 
generous, has stayed the same over the years and 3/6 (or 42p real pennies) doesn’t 
go as far this year.  So I wonder if you might consider reviewing your regular and 
planned giving, prayerfully considering whether you could increase the amount you 
give, even by just a little? I know that money is tight for everyone but in all our 
churches we face the real problem of paying our way and if we all increased our 
giving by, say, the cost of a seaside ice cream each week it would make a huge 
difference. 
       Living through the lean times when we were children was tough, and it feels the 
same in some of our churches today, but I’m confident we can find what we need to 
continue as we have a provident God and His people are always very generous. 
        I hope and pray that you have a great summer, whatever you are doing and that 
you find time for rest and refreshment and I look forward to meeting you at our 
services over the next few weeks. 
Every best wish and blessing in Christ’s name. 
 
Steve 
Rural Dean. 

 
(Please note that Steve is on leave from the 31.7.17 to 9.8.17) 
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Dear friends, 
I wanted to send you a letter to thank you – but first things first: it 

has rained in Wark today. 
Unfortunately I missed this unusual event seeing as I was visiting 

my mother-in-law in Hexham at the time. When I got home there was a 
small puddle on the drive.  The ground looked a little moist, but I 
scratched the surface of a flower bed to find that it had not made much of 
an impression. I remember back to when this long without rain would have 
had a drought declared followed smartly by a hosepipe ban followed even 
more smartly by abundant rain. But the ‘D’ word cannot be mentioned any 
more for some reason that is beyond me. Do think about our farmers who 
need rain to make the grass grow and crops to flourish. It has been a good 
year for lambing I am told so there are some blessings to be had. 

Yes, I wanted to thank you for the many humbling words of thanks 
sent to Fiona and me by post, email, phone and spoken on the occasion of 
our retirement. Our final Sunday was splendid in that the church was full 
to overflowing, with one person commenting that they had never seen so 
many people receive communion at a service in the Benefice.  We were 
greatly touched that so many people had come to a place to which they 
would not normally go – that meant more to us than words can say.   In the 
afternoon a wonderful generous tea had been prepared in Birtley village 
hall with a presentation by David Burn who said some lovely things about 
our ministry.  We received a Fork Handle fashioned with a pretend candle 
at the other end to represent light shining and a helping hand(le) when  
needed, and strength given and received from each other for Fiona and me 
(I realise I am not explaining this very clearly but if you call I will show it 
to you and explain it better!), handmade by Graham Bell, Churchwarden of 
Thockrington; a lovely photograph of the Archbishop of York and myself 
when he visited four years ago, a generous cheque for £900 representing 
donations from along the valley; and a plant which Fiona tells me is a 
fuschia. We have received many other personal and thoughtful gifts too 
and we have felt very blessed. 

In my sermon I spoke about the reading of the day when two of 
Jesus’ disciples find they are walking along a road with a man they do not 
recognise. They find this odd at first because the man hasn’t heard about 
all that had been happening in Jerusalem on what we call Good Friday. 
Nonetheless they encourage him to stay with them because it was getting 
late. At table the Stranger breaks bread and they suddenly realise that it is 
Jesus who has been with them.  I wondered in my sermon, when I had 
walked with you at various times in your life both good and bad, that 
perhaps I can claim Jesus was with us on the road and at that time.  I 
believe it was He who had made the difference to our relationship and as 
we got to know each other and found we had quite a lot in common, God 
blessed us.  

If you have had a glimpse of Jesus then keep him with you on your 
journey, sense his presence in the good as well as the dross of daily living, 
and if you haven’t had that yet then you never know when Jesus may come 
alongside you as you journey on.  In the meantime: ‘May the road rise 
beneath your feet, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun 
shine warm on your face, and the rain fall soft on your fields, and until we 
meet again, may the Lord hold you in the hollow of his hand.’ 

With love,                                                    Mike     >>>>>>>>> 
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Round and about Humshaugh 
What a wonderful Garden Party it was!!  Glorious weather, the Vicarage garden 
looking a picture, scrumptious teas, plants and cakes for sale, a pond with sailing 
boats, a puppet show, a huge tombola, children being painted into fantastic 
creations, melodious singers  and Klaus won the raffle of a Scarecrow.  £1,326 was 
raised:  many thanks to everybody who helped or who came.  

 

Mothers’ Union 
The members held their “Wave of Prayer” in the church, led by Margret Jacot.  
Everybody took part and Rene Baillie contributed with some very special prayers 
and bible readings. 
On August 3rd, we will go to Simonburn, where there will be a visit to the church 
and surroundings, followed by a tiny sponsored walk. Tiny, because several 
members can’t walk very far! It will be a sponsored walk in aid of the AFIA – a MU 
charity which organises holidays for children and their parents, who can’t afford to 
go on holiday themselves.  We would be very grateful indeed for any donations. 
 

Pub Quiz 
In May the quiz was won by Steel City Hikers and £133 was raised for Humshaugh 
Playing Field. 
The July quiz will be held on Tuesday 18th at 8pm and will be in aid of the 
Barrasford Scout Group. 
Mick will be the Question Master and Paul Mordue is the Contact.  
No quiz in August. 
 

WI 
Judith Taylor gave a great slide talk in the June meeting  about a walk from 
Cresswell to Berwick, which she undertook with her two daughters.  Good 
weather, masses of flowers and her great sense of humour, made her finish the 
walk and made everybody enjoy the evening. 
On July 20th, Hilary Fielding will talk on “The History of Embroidery” and on August 
17th there will be a talk on “The Sikh Way of Life.”  Anybody is most welcome.  
Meetings are at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
 
 

P.S. 
 A confession: I sent this to the wrong email address so instead of it 
appearing in last month’s Broadsheet it appears here. Since May 13th 
when I wrote the letter to June 14th when I wrote this postscript we have 
had 157mm of rain (over 6 inches) in a month. It is raining as I type.  
                                                                                                     Mike 

oOo 
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Humshaugh Playing Field 
On Saturday 5th August there will be a Charity Car Wash and Coffee morning at the 
Village Hall from 10am till 1pm.  A range of delicious treats will be on sale and a 
small Table-Top Sale. The field is totally dependent on volunteers, so we are very 
grateful for any support. 

 
        Liesbeth Langford  

—-o0o—- 

WARK PARISH NEWS 
There is not a great deal of time for distribution of this double issue of   
THE BROADSHEET  before the Garden Fete for St. Michael’s so I hope you have 
remembered to come along to the village green on Saturday 1st July at 2.00pm. 
Thank you very much for your support. 
 

Although I am writing this before the event, if all the plans worked then The 
Summer Lunch will have gone well.  I only hope the erection of the tent was the 
same!  Thank you to Bruce and Sally for allowing the use of their home, also to all 
who contributed and supported the event. 
 

One event that did take place during June I can comment on was The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic. It was a delight to see and hear 18 or so children in church, along 
with their parents enjoying the fun of games, receiving a Teddy Bear and then 
tea.  Laureen needs to be thanked for knitting all the Teddy Bears then she found 
time to prepare most of the tea. It has encouraged us to look into say a monthly 
family service.  As THE BROADSHEET  is not back until September all I can say is 
look out for further details then or if it happens sooner we will get notices out. 
 

Sally, who co-ordinates Christian Aid week in the parish, has sent the following. 
`Christian Aid Week 2017 Wark, Stonehaugh and The Big Brekkie at School. A big 
thank you to all who delivered, collected and contributed in any way to the grand 
total of £804.46 to help build a world where everybody has a safe place to call 
home. Thank you all!’ 
 

Space is short this month so I will briefly mention the Wark and Stonehaugh 
Scarecrow Trial over the weekend of 22nd-24th September.  In the past the 
majority of entries have been by individual households.  The hardest part is not 
making it is the thinking of the idea for the Scarecrow.  We have had a number of 
entries over the last 3 years from groups, so how about some of the groups and 
organisations getting members together and see what you can come up with?  It 
is fun with lots of laughter working in a group with more heads than one to come 
up with the idea.                                                                                       >>>>>>>>>> 
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Open The Book 
 

Friends,  
 

Many of you already know about 'Open the Book', a means of telling the stories 
from the bible in school and that we have been hoping for more training here in the 
deanery. 
 

I'm really pleased to say that we now have a training session booked with  
Martha Flavell on Friday the 14th of July at Wark Town Hall, 1.00 to 4.00pm, 
please would you circulate this as widely as you can as all are welcome. 
 
 

The hope is that once we have people trained then small groups will take on all the 
schools in our deanery and use Open the Book with the children as has been 
discussed at synod. 
 

Thank you all again for all that you do to grow the Kingdom of God. 
 

            Peace,                                                                           Steve  

Confirmation 
  
On Sunday the 3rd of September we will welcome Bishop Mark to lead a 
confirmation service at Simonburn Church. If you've not been confirmed and 
would like to explore what it means please contact Rev'd. Steve Wilkinson. 
        There will be classes, suitable for all ages, during August and we promise 
that they will be fun as well as informative. 
       If you're not confirmed and think it might be for you then this could be your 
year ! 

Entries now to Laureen on 01434 230858. All profits go the Festive Meal for the 
Senior Citizens of Wark.  
Further details in the September issue of  THE BROADSHEET. 
 

The Monday Men are well into the grass cutting season and the churchyard looks 
splendid.  Many thanks to all who help with this. 
 

A couple of dates for early September; the Ladies’ Guild meet on the 4th when 
they will be sorting the soup and pudding evening following from the Harvest 
Festival at St. Michael’s which is on Sunday 1st October at a time to be confirmed.  
A full list of services for July and August will be found within this issue. 
 

The PCC next meet on Tuesday 12th September in Westacres Community Room at 
7.30, hopefully reporting upon the completion of the tower and hall works and 
looking into the next stage of repairs. 
 

So that is it from me for a month, enjoy your time away from my ranting and if 
you are holidaying have a good one.   Love to all,         

                                                                                                                John 
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Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

Gunnerton Lunch Club 
 

Held on Wednesdays 
at 12 noon   

 26th July, none in August, 27th September, 25th October,  
29th November. 

£2.50 includes soup, dessert, tea and coffee. 
And a raffle. 

You are all welcome 

Birtley Village Coffee Morning 
 

The monthly Coffee Morning will be held on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
the first Thursday of each month, in the Village Hall.  

As usual, see you there for a coffee and chat. 

Afternoon Tea at St Giles, Birtley 30th July 

WINE and DINE Italian Style 

 
A themed meal of Italian wine and food 

on Saturday 12th August at 7 p.m. 
at 6 Mill House Farm 
Limited availability 

Please contact Ken or Alison on 689996 for details 

CHOLLERTON WHEELERS' STEEPLECHASE 
Saturday 9th September 

 

Once again Ken, Richard, Neil, James, Claire and Andy will be pedalling the 
highways and byways of the Eden Valley . If anyone else is interested please 

come along and join the fun . The parish has been most supportive in the 
past and we will be asking for your sponsorship once again.  

Thanks in anticipation. 
Contact Ken if further information needed. 
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Chollerton WI     
The speaker at our meeting on 5th July, in Barrasford Village Hall, will be 
Joanna O’Neill.  The title of Joanna’s talk is ‘Hush Now and Listen’ to the 
marvels of inter-species communication and how not to seem like a Martian to 
your horse or dog.  Visitors always welcome.    In August we will meet in St 
Christopher’s, Gunnerton, for our annual Social Evening, when Sally Danys will 
be showing us how to Paint on Silk.    

The Birtley Church Fete  on 11th  June was a great success in spite of very 
unseasonal weather.  Our Area Dean, Rev'd Steve Wilkinson, was the guest 
opener, and encouraged all-comers to put their hands in their pockets, which they 
certainly did. Thanks to all the stallholders who put on such a good show, and to 
everyone who contributed to and helped served the delicious teas.  
The Canine Capers on the Playing Field was fun for the dogs who turned up with 
their owners thanks to Leslie and her team of volunteers.  
Between the two events £1,015 was raised for the church. 

 
 
 

 
Simonburn Village Fete 

Saturday 29th July at 2pm 

A traditional fete on the Village Green 

 
 Children's Games and Activities  

Face Painting 

Cake stall, Produce stall, Books, Bric-a-brac, 
Tombola, Ice-creams, 

& 

more  

Refreshments in the Village Hall 
  The Sunshine Panners 

FREE ENTRY - FREE PARKING 

Come along and have a great afternoon 
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St Giles, Birtley 

 
 

Please do come along and enjoy 
Afternoon Tea 

In our pretty little Church of St Giles 
on 

Sunday 30th July, anytime from 3pm. 
 £3per person 

To raise funds for a new church carpet 

 

 

G A R D E N 
F Ê T E 
In aid of 

ST AIDAN’S CHURCH, THOCKRINGTON 
Sunday 13th August 

2.30pm 
at 

CARRYCOATS HALL 
(10 miles north of Corbridge, on A68 – signposted) 

 
Delicious teas, lots of stalls,  

excellent raffle and plenty of fun for all the family 
New perennial gardens, shrubberies, 

woodland walks and Victorian kitchen gardens 
 
 

Admission £3. Children free.     Dogs on leads, please 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj675rLrs7UAhVIKVAKHaCyC_YQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fthe_westend%2Fstatus%2F565100943944187904&psig=AFQjCNGZR0fpfgujlXycATZVUgxs3B8HNw&ust=149811453


10 

SERVICES FOR  JULY 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 25th June 

7.30pm Throckington 10.30am St. Peter’s Humshaugh Petertide 
Benefice Service of HC 
Led by Bishop Stephen 

Readings: Genesis 21.8-21, Romans 6.1-11 and Matthew 10.24-39  
Sunday 2nd July 

9.00am Thockrington BCP 
10.30am Chollerton HC 

9.30am St Peter’s, Humshaugh  HC 
11.00am St Mungo’s, Simonburn HC 
4.00pm St Michael’s, Wark Family 
Service – All Welcome 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark E 

Readings: Genesis 22.1-14, Romans 6.12-23 and Matthew 10.40-42 
Sunday 9th July 

9.00am     Thockrington  HC 
10.30am   Chollerton     SC 

9.30am St Peter’s, Humshaugh MP 
11.00am St Mungo’s, Simonburn MP 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark HC 

Readings: Zechariah 9.9-12, Romans 7.15-25 and Matthew 11.16-19,25-30  
Sunday 16th July 

9.00am     Gunnerton  HC 
10.30am   Birtley        SC 

9.30am St Peter’s, Humshaugh HC 
11.00am St Mungo’s, Simonburn HC 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark Service of the 
Word 

Readings: Genesis 25.19-34, Romans 8.1-11 and Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
Sunday 23rd July 

9.00am      Thockrington  HC 
10.30am   Chollerton     SC 

9.30am St. Michael’s, Wark HC 
11.00am St Mungo’s, Simonburn MP 
1.00pm St. Michael’s, Wark Baptism 
6.30pm St. Peter’s, Humshaugh Service 
of the Word  

Readings: Genesis 28.10-19, Romans 8.12-25 and Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 
Sunday 30th July  

Benefice Sunday  
10.30am   Birtley  HC 
 

10.30am St. Mungo’s, Simonburn 
Benefice HC 

Readings: Genesis 29.15-28, Romans 8.26-39 and Matthew 13.31-33,44-52  
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SERVICES FOR  AUGUST 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 6th August 

9am           Gunnerton  HC 
10.30am    Birtley        Matins 

10.30am St. Peter’s, Humshaug 
Benefice H CLed by Bishop Stephen 
6.00pm St. Michael’s, Wark   E P 
Led by Pam Nobbs 
 

Readings: Genesis 32.22-31, Romans 9.1-5 and Matthew 14.13-21 
Sunday 13th August 

  

9am          Thockrington  HC 
10.30am   Chollerton     SC 

9.30am St Peter’s, Humshaugh  M P 
11.00am  St Mungo’s, Simonburn M P 
1.00pm St. Michael’s, Wark  Baptism 
4.00pm St. Michael’s, Wark ‘Pimms and 
Hymns’ all welcome! 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark   
             Said Holy Communion 
 

Readings: Genesis 37.1-4,12-28, Romans 10.5-15 and Matthew 14.22-33  
Sunday 20th August 

 

9am           Gunnerton  HC 
10.30am    Birtley        SC 
 

9.30am St Peter’s, Humshaugh  H C 
11.00am  St Mungo’s, Simonburn H C 
1.00pm St. Michael’s, Wark  Baptism 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark 
 Service of the Word 

Readings: Genesis 45.1-15, Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32 and Matthew 15 -28 

Sunday 27th August 
 

Patronal -  St Aidan & St Giles 
9am          Thockrington  BCP 
10.30am   Chollerton     SC 

9.30am St Michael’s, Wark  H C 
11.00am St Mungo’s, Simonburn Matins 
12.00 noon St Mungo’s, Baptism 
6.30pm St. Peter’s, Humshaugh Songs 
of Praise – all welcome ! 
 

Readings: Exodus 1.8 - 2.10, Romans 12.1-8 and Matthew 16.13-20 

Sunday 3rd September 

9.00am. Gunnerton HC 
10.30am Birtley SC 

10.30 St Mungo’s, Simonburn 
Confirmation with Bishop Mark 
6.00pm St Michael’s, Wark 
 Service of the Word 
 

Readings: Exodus 3.1-15, Romans 12.9-21 and Matthew 16.21-28  
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Simonburn Notes. 
 
Well, my 'Summer' holiday has been and gone, I say summer but it was more hot 
chocolate weather than ice cream weather!! Never mind, that is nothing to what has 
been happening in Manchester, London and other parts of the world. We pray for 
everyone affected by the tragedies. 
This week, when writing the notes, the weather has been red hot (typical).  May it 
continue well into the summer. But this is Britain and anything can happen!  
The funeral of Joe Nixon, Fairshaw, took place at St. Mungo's at the beginning of 
June. Our thoughts are with his family. May he rest in peace. 
Don't forget Simonburn Fete Saturday 29th July 2pm, as if we would let you forget! 
Help is always needed to help set up the gazebos and stalls on the Friday evening at 
5.30pm. So, please come out and lend a hand if you are able. 
 
Donations towards the stalls would also be greatly appreciated. 
 

Cakes... ……...(wrapped please) can be given to Kay Hadley, 1 Red Lion Terrace 
 

Plants/Produce.. can be given to Mrs Allgood 
 

Tombola prizes.....can be left with The Hadleys, 1 Red Lion Terrace 
 

Bric-a-brac...... Ady Langford or Dionne Stevens, 1 The Green 
 

Children's stall......toys and children's prizes can be left with Jane Langford. 
 

Books .... Alice Murray, Stewards House, or in the church. 
 

Teas/refreshments (in  the Village Hall) … Janice Rowcroft. 
 

Please come along and support our fete. It's a great afternoon and we pray for a fine 
day. See you there. 
       
On Sunday 30th July at 10.30am the Benefice Service will be held in St. Mungo's. 
                                                                                    
        Best Wishes                                                                                    

                                                                                                             Sharon 


