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Humshaugh Vicarage   
 
Friends, 
 

As I sit here writing this I realise that autumn is now well in, all our fruit is 
picked, the leaves are falling fast and talk at the bus stop, in the café and the 
pub has been about whether to put the heating on yet. 
 
For many people this is a sad time of year, the shorter days and dropping 
temperatures heralding the coming winter and I know of many families 
where one or more people only get through the year based on a good top up 
of sun over summer. However, I’d like to offer a different perspective of the 
next few weeks. 
 
After one of our Harvest services someone said to me that what I’d said had 
really struck a chord with them, that this time of year was actually full of 
hope and promise. Just as the newly ploughed fields offering a fresh start 
for farmers, they offer us an image of how we can have a fresh start in our 
lives and relationships;  
all we have to do is turn at the end of the furrow and try again. The same is 
true of our relationship with God, we can (re)turn to Him anytime we want 
because of what Jesus did 2000 years ago. 
 
And this is another reason why this time of year is full of hope and 
opportunity;  
we begin the journey towards Christmas and our celebration of the birth of 
Jesus.  
Planning for carol services and other events is well under way, the familiar 
and exciting celebrations of Advent and Christmas eagerly anticipated. On a 
very human level I know people are already stirring pudding and cake 
mixtures and some of us have been looking through our demi-johns of 
damson gin, wondering which to bring out for the season.  
 
So, this time of year does not have to be a time of endings, death and decay 
but can actually be a time of new birth and renewal, a time to start again 
rather than dwell on what has gone before. Come and join us in one of our 
churches over the next few weeks to hear about the good news that is 
coming this Christmas.  
We’ll put the heating on for you. 
 
Peace.                                                                                     
                                                                                                              Steve 
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Round and About Humshaugh  
 

Mothers’ Union 
The members met at the home of Margret Jacot, who gave us a superb illustrated 
talk about her trip to Egypt:  “Magic of the Nile.”  It is incredible to think that that 
civilization with all its knowledge and all its beauty was there about 2000 BC…. 
Many thanks to Margret, who was flying off to Iran the very next day. 
In November, the meeting will be at the Langfords’ home on Thursday the 9th at 
2pm, when Liesbeth will give her talk “Thank you for having me.” 
 

Pub Quiz 
The September Quiz raised £153 for the Crown Players Drama Group. The 
November one will take place on Tuesday the 28th in aid of the Alzheimer’s 
Society. Sally Blankley is their Rep. 
 

The Crown Players 
The Crown Players Spring Production in March will be “The 39 Steps”, adapted 
from John Buchan’s original story.  Initial read throughs will be held in November 
with rehearsals starting in January. 
For further information, please contact Diana Linnett on  01434 689239 or 
diana.linnett@gmail.com 
The group welcomes new members, experience not necessary, just interest and 
enthusiasm!   If you don’t want to strut your stuff, there are always plenty of other 
things to do backstage etc. 
 

HAP 
After having very much enjoyed the film “A Private Function” the next one will be 
on Friday November 10th –“ The Princess Bride.” It’s a tongue-in-cheek fairy tale.  
Heroes – Giants – Wizards – Villains – True Love.  It is a PG rating. 7.30 in the 
Village Hall, tickets £5 for adults, £3 for children.  There will be refreshments for a 
donation and nibbles are included in the ticket price. 
 

Humshaugh Publications 
A bit odd to mention “Written by Candlelight” myself, but Maurice wanted this in 
the Broadsheet!  I will be giving a talk, not only about Holland, but also Ireland and 
Canada will come into the picture. 
It will be in The George Hotel on Monday 6th November at 7.30 pm. Tickets £5 
(including refreshments), available in the Village Shop or at the door. 
 

Humshaugh First School. The children of years 3 and 4 had an amazing time at 
Antony Gormley’s Workshop in Hexham. 

School will reconvene after half term on Monday October 30th. 

mailto:diana.linnett@gmail.com
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Messy Church'  
 

Starting in early November Melanie and Steve will be running a   
Messy Church' after school club, from 3.15 to 4.15pm on a Tuesday and 
we are looking for people to help us.  
 

What we really need are some kind folk who would come and help with 
juice, tea and coffee and simple craft activities or who might be able to 
help when Messy Church comes to Humshaugh School ! 
Please let us know if you can help.  
                                                                                          Many thanks. 

On Friday November 3rd the Humshaugh Playing Field Trust Firework Spectacular 
will take place. From 6pm hot food will be served and fireworks start at 6.30.  No 
sparklers or personal fireworks to be brought to the event. 
 

On Friday December 15th there will be a Christmas Service in church at 9.30 am.  
Parents and anybody from the community are warmly invited. 
 

And on Wednesday  December 20th the children will perform their Christmas 
Production: 
Lights – Camel – Action!   At 9.15 am in the school hall. 
 

An Important Birthday 
Those who remember Betty Carr, who, with her husband Bill, lived in Valley Court 
for many years, might like to know that she will be 100 years old on November the 
30th.  Her Home in Newcastle  is planning a special day for her. 
        Liesbeth Langford 

      

WARK PARISH NEWS 

This is the issue that wraps up our autumn activities before we enter the frantic 
Christmas period.  We enjoyed two Harvest services; firstly with the school in 
St. Michael’s on the Friday when, as always, this was very enjoyable.  On the 
Sunday St. Michael’s held theirs when Melanie led us in thankful worship. On the 
Monday the traditional `soup and pud’ night took place within the Community 
Room on Westacres.  We almost had a full house.  Look out for this next year as it 
is very good. I think 24 entries were dotted around the parish for the Scarecrow 
weekend with the winner being the horse and rider at Linacres road end.   
      The proceeds from this weekend go towards providing the Festive Meal for the 
senior citizens of the parish.  It is looking as if this will be on Wednesday 
10th January 2018 however this date is to be confirmed so look out for full details 
in the next edition of       THE BROADSHEET  
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      The Macmillan coffee morning took place, first in the Town Hall raising around 
£295, then the following Friday afternoon the school held theirs which was well 
supported by parents and villagers. The day before, they had been subject to an 
Ofsted inspection, the outcome of which is awaited.  After a lot of hard work from 
staff and governors, there is a great deal of excitement at School as they announce 
pre-school will now be taking children from aged 3 years.  The children now 
participate in activities where they can gain nationally recognised awards in First 
Aid, Wildlife Action, Young Navigators and Gardening. 
 

      Sunday 12th November is Remembrance Sunday.  Details of the service and the 
times of placing of wreaths at the war memorials in the benefice can be found on 
the rota of services within this BROADSHEET. 
 

A reminder to PCC members the next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st November at 
7.30pm in The Community Room, Westacres at 7.30pm. 
 

      Next on the list is The Christmas Bazaar being held in The Town Hall on Sunday 
3rd December opening at 2.00pm. Here you will find Christmas stalls, tombola and 
raffle. Your entrance includes tea or coffee and biscuit.  Please could you hand 
over to Ann Bell any suitable items for the stalls. 
 

      For Wark Parish readers you will have found a questionnaire supplement from 
the Town Hall.  Please take time to read this and return as indicated. The 
committee are listed and will help should further information be required. 
 

      The next issue of THE BROADSHEET covers December and January and this will 
detail all the Christmas services which are still being finalised. Keith Walters is 
putting the Wark notes together for that issue so please any items to him before 
14th November 2017 (happywalters@aol.com)  
 

      The other day a headline in a newspaper caught my attention, ‘Paxman casts 
his critical eye over the C of E’ and I thought, ‘Can he not leave us alone?’ 
However, in fairness to him, the reviewer found in his report on the current state 
of the church, that in summary, it is probably the best it has been for years.  
Perhaps he slipped unnoticed into one of St. Michael’s services as we are doing 
great.  Why not come along to see for yourself? 
 

      Enjoy what remains of the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.   
 
      Until we chat again..... 

                                                                                                                         Love   John 
 

mailto:happywalters@aol.com
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Gunnerton Lunch Club 
 

Held on Wednesdays at 12 noon   
 29th November. 

£2.50 includes soup, dessert, tea and coffee and a raffle. 

 Christmas Special  
to be held on 

Wednesday 20th December 
at 12 noon. 

ALL WELCOME 

Birtley & District 
Gardening Group 

The National Garden Scheme 

 

 Maureen Kesteven 
NGS organiser for Northumberland, Tyne & Wear 

Tuesday 14th November 
Birtley Village Hall NE48 3HL 

7.15 for 7.45 
Tea or Coffee on arrival Guests £4.00  

New members welcome 

 

Enquiries to Margaret Watson   01434 230204 

Steeplechase September 2017 

 

The Chollerton Wheelers are pleased to report that their ride through the winding 

roads of Cumbria raised the total sum of £1000.  Thanks to the cyclists and 

everyone who gave their support.  These funds go to Chollerton and Gunnerton 

Churches. 

Chollerton WI 

 

On Wednesday 1st November, our speaker will be Tony Banks, who will give a 
‘Talk of his Choice’. We are delighted  to welcome back Joanna O’Neill on 
6th December when she will give a presentation  on ‘Felt Underneath’.  
Meeting in Barrasford Village Hall at 7.30pm.             ALL WELLCOME 

Chollerton First School  

 

The Christingle Performance will be held on Monday 4th Decem-
ber, 5.30pm at St Giles Church. 
All Welcome to come along for this special festive service. 
A collection will be made in aid of The Children's Society. 
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Birtley Village Coffee Morning 

 

The monthly Coffee Morning will be held on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
the first Thursday of each month, in the Village Hall.  

As usual, see you there for a coffee and chat. 

Wark Christmas Bazaar 
Wark Town Hall  

on Sunday 3rd December  
2.00pm.  

 With Christmas stalls, tombola and raffle.  
 Entrance includes tea or coffee and biscuit.   

Please come along  

Friends of Chollerton Churches  
Yuletide at Chipchase Castle Chapel 

 

Friday December 15th at 7.00p.m.  
 An evening of Carols, Lessons and Music. 

Featuring members of Charlie's Choir and Robbie Matthews. 
All presided over by the Revd. John Wylam. 

Afterwards in the Castle Hall mulled wine, sausages and mince pies. 
Tickets £15 from Bob Fletcher at 01434 681949 or bob@atretail.co.uk 

Simonburn Notes 
Autumn is definitely here, the leaves are falling and the colours are beautiful but weirdly mild. As I write 
these notes the end of hurricane Ophelia is heading our way, I hope not too much damage is done. 
We are continually praying for Stuart Robson, a farmer at Nunwick, that had a nasty encounter with a 
cow and suffered a serious head injury.  
This year we have had far too many funerals. Sadly John Robson, formerly of Allgood Farm, died on 
16th September at Ashington Grange Care Home, where he spent the latter years of his life. A service 
of Thanksgiving was held in St. Mungo’s on 29th September. Our thoughts and prayers go to May and 
all the family. 
On Sunday 9th October, we celebrated the Baptism of Lysander Edward Fitzmayhew from 
Stonehaugh, Son of Eleanor. We welcome him into the family of the church. 
Thankyou to all those who helped decorate the church with flowers and vegetables for the Harvest 
Festival. It looked and smelled beautiful. Nigel and Helen Sherlock kindly took the fresh fruit and 
vegetables to The People’s Kitchen in Newcastle. They really appreciated them and all donations.  
It has been running for over 30years, run by volunteers, providing over 40,000 hot meals a year and 
clothing and bedding. 
The Remembrance service will be held at St. Peter’s, Humshaugh, at 10.45 and wreath laying at 
Simonburn at 12.30pm. 

Best Wishes, Sharon 



8 

SERVICES FOR  OCTOBER 2017 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 29
th

  October 

 10.30       Thockrington              HC 
Benefice service – all welcome 

 10.30am   Wark                    HC 
Benefice Service  - all welcome  

Readings: Deuteronomy 34.1-12, 1 Thessalonians 2.1-8, Matthew 22.34-46 

Sunday 5
th

 November 

St Christopher Gunnerton 9am   HC 
St Giles Birtley 10.30                  HC 

9.30am    Humshaugh          HC 
11.00am  Simonburn            HC 
6.00pm    Wark                     EP 

Readings: Revelation 7.9-17, 1 John 3.1-3, Matthew 5.1-12 

Sunday 12
th

 November – Remembrance Sunday 
  

St Aidans Thockrington 9 am     HC 
Birtley War Memorial 10am 
St Giles Chollerton 10.45            HC 

10.45am Humshaugh  
Service of  Remembrance then: 
 
12.00pm  Humshaugh cenotaph 
12.30pm  Simonburn cenotaph 
12.45pm  Wark cenotaph 

  

Readings: 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18, Matthew 25.1-13 

Sunday 19
th

 November 
  

St Christopher Gunnerton 9am   HC 
St Giles Birtley 10.30am             HC 

9.30am    Humshaugh          HC 
11.00am  Simonburn            HC 
4.00pm    Wark       Tea Time Church 
6.00pm    Wark                     EP 

Readings: Zephaniah 1.7,12-18,1 Thessalonians 5.1-11, Matthew 25.14-30 

Sunday 26
th

 November 

St Aidans Thockrington 9am     HC 
St Giles Chollerton 10.30am     HC 

9.30am    Wark                     HC 
11.00am  Simonburn            HC 
6.30pm    Humshaugh          EP 

Readings: Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24, Ephesians 1.15-23, Matthew 25.31-46 

  
HC - Holy Communion.  MP – Morning Prayer.  EP – Evening Prayer. 
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