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Humshaugh Vicarage 
   Friends 

 

     I’ve just arranged to pick this season’s new lambs, we’ll have four to start 
with and if all goes well then we’ll have another four from lambing sometime 
in mid April. It’s exciting stuff, we love keeping sheep and last year’s are now 
feeding our friends and us in fine style. But it’s a long time since I did any 
lambing, at least forty years, though I’m told it hasn’t changed (I’m older and 
stiffer of course ..........). Anyhow, let’s see how April fares before I commit to 
anything else, but we’re all excited and really looking forward to the weekend 
when I pick them up. 
      

            Buying them was interesting too because it made me realise I was utterly 
reliant on the friend who sold them to make sure I did the right thing. There’s 
all sorts to think about: swayback, gid, braxy, faggs, cling, keds and orf, all 
things that could go wrong if I buy poor quality sheep. You see it all comes 
down to trust, can you trust the person who sells you the sheep and does 
that match up with your own observation of the animals? 

 

     We’re very blessed because we buy our sheep from a really good friend 
who is very experienced, has a great reputation and is utterly trustworthy; 
and the lambs we got last year were spot on. All this means of course that 
I’m confident the stock we buy this year will be as good as before and it 
takes away any worries or fears about our new sheep; we’re just excited 
they’re coming. 

 

     My experience of Jesus is that He offers this degree of certainty in life, 
and inspires this and more confidence. I’ve seen Him at work in my life and 
the lives of those around me: to heal, restore and mend, to bring joy, 
happiness, love and contentment, and to dispel fear and anger, and bring 
peace. 

 

     I wonder if you can say the same about the god you worship, whatever it 
is you trust and invest in, do you have the level of confidence I’ve just 
described?  

 

     The church is preparing to celebrate Easter, the central celebration of the 
Christian year and the time we remember Jesus’ life and death, the things 
that give us the confidence and peace I’ve just mentioned. And so if you’re 
wondering about life, and looking for the certainty we get from following 
Jesus then maybe you could come and join us at one of the Easter services 
this year and find Him for yourself. 

 

      PS. see if you know what the sheep ailments are – answers towards the 
back of the Broadsheet. 

     Please note: Rev’d. Steve Wilkinson will be on leave from the 
2nd to the 7th of April. 

 

    Peace                                                                                               Steve 
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                                                          Round and about Humshaugh 
Mothers’ Union 
In February the meeting took place at Margret Jacot’s home, where she gave a 
beautifully illustrated talk on “Treasures of Persia” after her visit to Iran last year.  
It was fascinating to see the mosques, gardens, palaces and people.  What a 
wonderful country…. 
In March, John McCollum will be our speaker, when he will talk about “Biblical 
Plants.”  We all enjoy his visits to us and we are very much looking forward to 
March the 8th when the meeting will be at the Langfords’ home, starting at 1.30. 
We would like to wish everybody a very happy Easter. 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 
Will take place on Friday, March 2nd at 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church, Wark.   
 This year the service has been prepared by the women of Surinam on the theme:  
“All God’s Creation is Very Good” 
Everyone is very welcome and there will be light refreshments after the service. 
 
 

Pub Quiz 
The January Quiz was won by Digger Dereks and raised £137 for the Leek Club. 
On Tuesday March the 20th at 8 pm, the Quiz will be in aid of the Humshaugh 
Cricket Club and Mick will be our, as always, wonderful Question Master  
so do come! 
 

HAP 
What a great film “Play It Again Sam” was.  Not only was the film (and Ian’s 
introduction!) very much enjoyed – the American Puds were fantastic. 
On March the 9th, the film will be Buster Keaton’s “The General”.   
Further information about the evening will be on posters in the village. 
 
 

The Crown Players 
The Crown Players will be presenting “The 39 Steps” in Humshaugh Village Hall on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 22nd, 23rd and 24th of March at 7.30 pm. 
Loosely (very loosely) based on John Buchan’s original story and less loosely based 
on Alfred Hitchcock’s black and white film, this production will take us from central 
London to the Scottish moors in the blink of an eye, will stretch your imagination 
and, hopefully, provide an amusing and entertaining evening. Tickets will be 
available from early March in the village shop or online from Evenbrite. 
                                                                                                                                        >>>>>> 
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Humshaugh First School 
 
 

Messy Church is very much enjoyed by the children – every Tuesday from 3.15 in 
the school. 
On the 25th of March, there will be a Palm Sunday Service in St. Peter’s church at 
9.15 am. 
Everyone is very welcome to come and after the Service, the children will be 
delivering Easter gifts to local pensioners. 
There will be an Easter Service at the school on Wednesday March the 28th, 
starting at 9.15 am.  Everyone is very welcome to attend.  There will be a 
decorated egg and Easter bonnet competition which will be judged before the 
Service. 

 

The Crown Inn Leek Club 
 
The Leek Club is looking for new members for 2018.  We are a small club and can 
provide leek plants and onion sets to grow, ready for Show Day in September.  If 
you are interested in joining, please contact Graeme Warren as soon as possible at 
graemesara@hotmail.com 

                                                                                                  Liesbeth Langford 

WARK PARISH NEWS 

Well it is spring or so the weather forecasters say, then we do say what do they 
know? Do they live in an area that enjoys our weather?  

 

I am putting the final notes together on Valentine’s day, having listened to a load 
of rubbish regarding the meaning of the date. How many cards did you receive?   
I am unable to recall just how many years ago the dates of Ash Wednesday and 
Valentine’s Day coincided but it is many.  I am a believer we should look at this 
time as what we can do, rather than what we can give up! So get on with it.  

 

Spring is with us , looking back we have been quiet here in Wark in some ways and 
in others, behind the scenes , active. All the required papers have been submitted 
for the faculty to allow the new doors at St.Michael’s to be installed (if that is the 
correct word) some time June/July I promise they will be weather and draft proof 
and look fitting for a church just about to celebrate its 200th birthday.  Speaking of 
that important day, work again behind the scenes, is ongoing, with a speaker from 
Greenwich Hospitals coming along to give a talk.  Most and many may not know of 
St. Micheal’s connection to history, however it is most interesting. Please do put 
that Sunday down on your list of jobs to do; Sunday 12th August is the date. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=T-dlQL5MRqTTTM&tbnid=e-cko5a0NWP9kM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2Fillustration%2Fleeks.html&ei=xQXyU5-pGMqT0QXXn4HoBQ&bvm=bv.73231344,d.d2k&psig
mailto:graemesara@hotmail.com
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            Looking at the next few dates, we find a Guild-held event; (they are wonderful 
ladies and ALWAYS OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS please do contact Ann on 230359) 
their next meeting is on Monday 19th March at 7.30 with Ann Bell being the host, 
again! 
So on Tuesday 6th March at 7.30pm in Wark Town Hall they will have their annual 
Bingo. Eyes down at 7.30pm with many delightful prizes to be won.  Good luck to 
all with the marker pens and eyes to spot the numbers. 
 

It does appear to be some time ago, however, we did enjoy at St. Michael’s the 
wonderful wedding of Lisa and Phil, now living on St. Michael’s Mount. It was a 
cold day but their thrill at the day shone out for all to see. 
I wonder how many looked at the piece on Look North on 1st February when 
Michael Nixon was featured.  Michael is a reader in our Deanery and did help on 
many occasions during the interregnum. He also was a founder of the Newcastle 
Food Bank, which we have supported, and I personally would wish to do so again.  
Michael has retired from his position in his founding job and as Carol Malia said on 
the Look North piece,  `he leaves a great legacy.’  Long may it continue and please 
do support our St.Michael’s collection point in church with any non-perishable 
food. Thank you. Your church is open most days from 9.30am to 5.00pm, or please 
leave any items with me. 

 

For those who may have missed the notice, there will be a coach outing to 
Harrogate Spring Flower show on 27th April.  This is a non-profit making trip, so do 
please contact Paddy on 230 894, who is taking bookings. (The smaller-sized coach 
became overbooked so a larger one has now been arranged.) 
 

We do have some important dates in March which concerns those on the church 
electoral role.  The various meetings on the church will be held in St. Michael’s on 
Tuesday 13th March from 7.30pm.  Notices concerning these meeting are 
displayed within the church. 

World Day of Prayer  on Friday 2nd March is in St Michael’s and open to all. Much 
has been in the press these last few weeks concerning the C of E. All I wish to do is 
glance over and ignore.  We are fine here in Wark and long shall it continue. 

      As always, until we chat again, 

                                         Love to all,       

                                                                                                                          John xxx 



6 

Coach trip from Wark 

 

Harrogate Flower Show  
  Friday, 27 April  

Leaving Wark outside the Black Bull at 9am 

And returning from Harrogate at 5pm. 

Tickets for coach and entry to show are  

£31 per person.  

Contact 

PADDY WALTERS: TEL 01434 230 894 

   Email  paddynorthumberland.19@gmail.com 

Good Friday Walk at Wark for quiet reflection 
 
The station walk starts at the War Memorial at 10.00am and should take 
about one hour. It is all on small roads but there is a steep hill to climb.  
It is possible with a pram! It has been done! 
Refreshments are available at Wark Town Hall afterwards. 
There will be leaflets on the day but these can also be seen on the 
Benefice website under St Michael's. 
We hope you will join us.  
 
Any further information from Sally Napier 230223  
email wannies30@btinternet.com 

John Froud 
Singer Songwriter 

In Concert  

at  

St. Michaels Church Wark 

Friday 9th March 
doors open at 7.00pm.  

Tickets are £5.00  

 

John has had a long and successful career of live performances and 

recording albums, ‘A Yorkshire Bob Dylan’ is how he is often 

described. (www.johnfroud.com) 

The proceeds will be split between the church and John’s charity, the Zephaniah 
Trust. Zephaniah will we working in our church school during the week with 
songs and stories, bringing the Bible to life, showing children how it can be 
relevant to us today. (www.zephaniah.org.uk) 

mailto:wannies30@btinternet.com
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World Day of Prayer 

 

Friday 2nd March  
7.30 pm 

St Michael’s Church, Wark 
This year the service has been prepared by the women of Suriname on  

the theme  

“All God’s Creation is Very Good” 

Everyone is very welcome  

there will be light refreshments after the service. 

Gunnerton Church Luncheon Club 

 

Lunches are held on the last Wednesday of the month 
Please do join us on Wednesdays 

28th March and 25th April at 12 noon 
Soup, sweet, coffee or tea for just £3.00 

 

All welcome 

This year's Lent groups in the benefices of Humshaugh,  Chollerton and the 
Parish of St Oswald   in Lee will follow the York Course ' On the Third day'. 
This is an ecumenical course which looks at how we can recapture the power 
of the Resurrection . All are welcome to attend any group. There are 5 
sessions. 
1. Have I got News for you? 
2. So what? The implication of the Resurrection 
3.Let him Easter in us 
4.Celebrating and Praying Easter 
5. A Risen Church 

 
The Lent group meetings in the Parish of St Oswald in Lee will be held on 
Tuesday evenings at 7.30. Any queries please contact Christine Bull 672303. 
 
27 Feb at the Old Barn, Hallington ( tel 672025 directions) 
6 March Eastside Lodge, Bingfield 
13 March Eastside Lodge, Bingfield 
20 March Fellfoot Cottage ,Wall 
 
The Lent group meetings in the Parish of St Peter in Humshaugh will be held 
on Monday mornings  at 1030am. Any queries please contact Steve Wilkinson 
on 681304. 
 
19th February at The Vicarage, Humshaugh. 
26th February at The Vicarage, Humshaugh. 
5th March – The Old Rectory, Wark,  
12th March - The Old Rectory, Wark 
19th March at The Vicarage, Humshaugh. 
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Birtley and Thockrington notes 

 

Forward planning for diaries 

 Birtley Church Fete, with Canine Capers – Sunday June 10 

 Thockrington Fete and Garden open – Carrycoats Hall Sunday 19th August 
 
Dorothy Baty 
The funeral service to celebrate Dorothy's life was held in St Giles Birtley on 
Wednesday 7th February.  The church was full of family and friends who had 
gathered to give thanks for her life, and the Revd Michael Thompson led a lovely 
service for her.  Dorothy lived a long and full life, farming at Katreen until the 
death of her husband, Thomas, when she moved into the village.  She was a 
member of Birtley PCC for many years. Dorothy was remembered for her kindness 
and concern for others, and her family wrote moving tributes to a well-loved 
mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  Our thoughts are with Angela, John 
and Charles and their families. 
 

Birtley and District Gardening Group 
Tuesday 13th March in Birtley Village Hall 
7pm AGM, followed by 
7.45 “My Dream Garden” - a talk by popular speaker Heather Russell of Bolam 
Cottage Garden. 
Refreshments are served before the talk,  

visitors are always made welcome. 

CHOLLERTON FIRST SCHOOL EASTER FAIR 

Friday 23rd March1.30pm 
Stalls include: 
Cake & Produce  

Tombola, Raffle, Games,  
Refreshments,  
Tea & Coffee 

ST GILES CHURCHYARD GARDENING GROUP  
Will meet on Saturday, 31st March, 10a.m. until noon to tidy the 
churchyard.   Everyone welcome.  Please bring gardening gloves & 
equipment.  Tea and coffee will be served in the Hearse House. 

 

Chollerton WI     
Our Annual Meeting/Social Evening is on 7th March and on 4th 
April we look forward to hearing Maureen Barlow’s talk on 
Galapogos.   

All meetings start at 7.30p.m. and visitors always welcome. 
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Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

Wark Bingo 
 

Tuesday 6th March  
Wark Town Hall  

   
Eyes down at 7.30pm  

with many delightful prizes to be won 

INTRODUCING “REFLECTIVE HORIZONS” 
 

For some time now, a small group of friends from around the Deanery 
has been meeting regularly for prayer and fellowship at the home of 
Alison and Derek Williams above Redesmouth.  Buteland House enjoys 
a beautiful view down the valley towards Bellingham and is a perfect 
location for peaceful reflection. 
For this purpose, the Buteland group will call itself “Reflective 
Horizons”, a name that encapsulates the sense of connection with the 
sacred through the landscape that is so much part of our spirituality in 
Northumberland, and which also echoes “Eternal Horizons”, the 
publicity about our historic churches published by the Deanery a few 
years back as part of the “Tourists to Pilgrims” project.  Three quiet 
mornings led by members of the group and concluding with a light lunch 
are planned for 2018: on 13 April, 6 July and 5 October.  Further details 
of themes will be circulated in due course to all churches in the deanery. 
We hope that many others will join us during the year (though of 
necessity places are limited), so please put the dates in your diary if you 
think you might be interested in attending. 

 

Alison Williams, Sally Napier, Di Gibson, Jill Taylor, Sheila Cameron 
NOTE THEREFORE that the next Quiet Morning for peaceful 
reflection will be held at Buteland House/Bothy on Friday, 13th April 
from 10am to 1.30 or 2pm (i.e. whenever we are ready to leave after 
lunch!) and the theme will be, ‘Coming to a Standstill’.  If you are 
interested in joining us then, please contact Sheila Cameron on 01830 
520071 or Alison Williams on (01434) 220389 sooner rather than later. 
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Answers from page (2) 
 
Swayback: Copper deficiency in ewes causing lambs to be born that  

literally ‘sway’ or ‘swing’ their back ends and tend to fall 
when running. 

 
Gid:   Sometimes called ‘sturdy’ this is a parasite that causes brain  

abscesses. 
 
Braxy:  A bacterial disease causing sudden death in sheep through  

infection of the fourth part of a sheep’s stomach. 
 

Faggs:          Faggs are ticks which can irritate the sheep and also spread  
disease.   

 
Cling:  Diarrhoea, enough said. 
  
Keds:  A brown, hairy, wingless fly that resembles a tick.  
 
Orf:  A highly contagious skin condition 

Easter Bingo  
 

Tuesday 20th March 
Simonburn Village Hall 

 Prizes consists of 
Wine and Chocolate 

Eyes Down  
7pm. for 7.30 

Proceeds in aid of  the Village Hall  
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Simonburn Notes 
 

It is so nice that Spring is nearly here, the bulbs are starting to emerge, cautiously I 
would think, as it has been freezing lately! 

 

We would like to welcome Myra Stainton into the village, we hope she will be very 
happy in her new home. 
 
St. Mungo’s was once the Mother church of the North Tyne valley, which is 
probably why it is such a large church. The original Parish used to extend from 
Hadrian's wall to Carter Bar, at the time the largest Parish in England. So on Sunday 
11th March we celebrate Mothering Sunday, in St. Mungo’s at 11am. 
 
Have you seen the starlings??? The murmurations have been amazing, a sight we 
have never seen in Simonburn before; isn’t nature a wonderful thing. 
 
The prize Bingo at the Village Hall on Tuesday 20th March, has the theme of Wine 
and Chocolates, any donations of prizes would be gratefully received and can be 
left at Simonburn Tearoom. 
 
The Annual Parish Church Meeting of St. Mungo’s will be held in the Village 
Hall on Monday 26th March at 7pm. All welcome. 
 
We will be decorating the Church on Saturday 31st March from 9 am in preparation 
for Easter Sunday, on 1st April. Any donations towards Easter flowers and help to 
arrange them would be very much appreciated. 
 
Don’t forget the clocks go forward on Sunday 25th March at 2am (otherwise 
you will be late for the 11 o’clock service) 
 
A little early, but Happy Easter to all. 
 

Love Sharon 
 
 

. 
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SERVICES FOR  MARCH 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 4
th

 March 

Gunnerton               9.00am   HC 
Birtley                     10.30am  HC 

Humshaugh                  9.30am   HC 
Simonburn                    11.00      HC 
Wark                              6.00       EP 
  

Readings: Exodus 20.1-17, 1 Corinthians 1.18-25, John 2.13-22 

Sunday 11
th

 March ((Mothering Sunday 

Thockrington            9.00am   HC 
Chollerton               10.30am  HC 

Humshaugh                  9.30am    MP 
Simonburn                    11.00      MP 
Wark                              6.00       HC 

Readings: Exodus 2.1-10, 2 Corinthians 1.3-7, John 19.25-27 

Sunday 18
th

 March 

Gunnerton               9.00am   HC 
 Birtley                     10.30am  HC 

Humshaugh                     9.30am   HC 
Simonburn                      11.00am  HC 
Wark Teatime Church     4.00pm 
Wark                                6.00pm   EP 
  

Readings: Jeremiah 31.31-34, Hebrews 5.5-10, John 12.20-33 

Sunday 25
th

 March   Palm Sunday 

Thockrington            9.00am   BCP 
Chollerton               10.30am  HC 
 

Wark                                9.30am   HC 
Simonburn (Matins)        11.00am 
Humshaugh                     6.30pm    EP 
  

Readings: John 12.12-16, Isaiah 50.4-9a, Philippians 2.5-11, 
Mark 14.1 - 15.47 

Maundy Thursday Services 

Chollerton                7.00pm Humshaugh                     6.30pm 
  

Exodus 12.1-4, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11.23-26, John 13.1-17,31-35 

Good Friday Services 

Gunnerton                2.00pm Wark   (Quiet Hour)         1.30pm 
  

Sunday 1
st

 April    Easter Day 

Thockrington             6.00am  MP 
(sunrise service) 
Birtley                        9.00am  HC 
Chollerton                10.30am  HC 

Humshaugh                      9.30am    HC 
Simonburn                       11.00am  HC 
Wark                                 6.00pm   HC 

  

Readings: Isaiah 25.6-9, Acts 10.34-43, John 20.1-18 


