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                                                                        Humshaugh  Vicarage  
 
Easter seemed to fly by this year, it was early I know but there was 
something else I can’t put my finger on. Whatever it was, the turning point 
of the church’s year seemed to come and go with undignified haste and 
now we’re heading full tilt towards summer. Lambing is largely over, the 
ice lollies are back in the post office freezer, the daffodils have gone and 
the bluebells are in full bloom, spring has sprung and Whitsuntide will 
soon be gone. 

 

However, just as the spring flowers herald the start of the year and great as 
Easter is they were just the beginning and there is much more to come. We 
see this in the church as we celebrate Christ’s ascension into heaven forty 
days after Easter, then, the following weekend Pentecost and the giving of 
the Holy Spirit. These are all great celebrations, important in their own 
rights and we speed past them at our peril. Christ’s crucifixion and death 
don’t make sense without the resurrection, the resurrection is incomplete 
without his ascension and the big picture is completed at Pentecost. 

 

I think it is the same more generally; would we recognize the lightness and 
joy of spring without the bleakness and grey of winter, would summer 
come too soon without the promises of spring and how could we face 
autumn without summer. And of course, we can extend these images into 
our lives, for example, how would we face our own autumn without 
experiencing of the rush of spring and heady summers ? 

 

Our world today seems to focus on instant gratification; 24 hour shopping 
online with next day delivery, more and more processed food that cooks in 
a few minutes in the microwave, ‘on demand’ television and much, much 
more. 

 

But I’m not sure that this is good or healthy for us. 

 

In the Christian tradition we have a cycle to the year and to our lives, and 
this largely mirrors nature around us. The writer of Ecclesiastes had it right 
with those lines; ‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens’ and I wonder what we risk if we ignore this. 
 
Perhaps June this year is the time to slow down and take stock, to make 
sure we’re enjoying the here and now and not missing out in our rush to be 
somewhere else ? 
 
Peace. 
 
                                                                                                       Steve 
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Round and About Humshaugh 
 

Mothers’ Union 
 
The members held their annual Wave of Prayer, when prayers are said for 
Mothers’ Union branches in Africa and India, at the Langford’s home.  Usually this 
takes place in the church, but that was being occupied by the builders … 
On Monday, June the 4th, we have been kindly invited by the Hexham MU branch 
for tea in Charles  Enderby’s garden at St. John Lee – even more cakes, so soon 
after the Vicarage Garden Party on the 2nd!! 
 
Pub Quiz 

 

The well attended April Quiz was won by Robson Grant – for the second successive 
occasion - can they complete a hat-trick next time?!   £153 was raised for the 
Village Hall. 
The June Quiz, on Tuesday the 19th, will be in aid of Muscular Dystrophy UK, for 
whom quiz-master   
Mick Jonas, is running the Great North Run in September. 
Please note that the Quiz will be at 8.30pm. 
 
Humshaugh First School 
This year’s summer production to celebrate the Year 4 leavers,  
is “Jona – a Fishy tail” and will be performed on Wednesday, July the 11th at 
9.15am and 5.30pm.  It will be great! 
             

                                                                                                 Liesbeth Langford 
 

 

Humshaugh Garden Party in the Vicarage Garden 
 

On Saturday, June the 2nd starting at 2pm.  
Tea on the lawn 

A selection of stalls 
Entertainment 

Please come along with family and friends! 
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WARK PARISH NEWS 

 

Didn’t we have a wonderful coach trip to the Harrogate Spring Flower 

show?  3 men and 46 women – the noise on the coach certainly 

reached a few decibels.  Apart from the slightly damp conditions it 

was a wonderful day, so all our gardens should be full to overflowing 

with colour this year.  Thank you to Paddy for arranging and thank 

you to all who supported. 
 

We are approaching Garden Fete season (horror on many faces) so 

could I remind you St. Michael’s will be on the village green on 

SUNDAY 8th July from 2.00pm.  All the usual stalls ,so donations can 

be left with me in the week leading up to that day. Helpers please let 

Ann or John know you will be available. 
 

When you receive this, Ann and myself will have been legally sworn in 

as wardens for the next year. That is it; you have us like it or not! 

 

One of the big upcoming events for St. Michael’s is the bi-centenary 

celebration on Sunday 12th August – the glorious 12th.  This will take 

the form of an 11.00am service with Gilly Benson from the Greenwich 

Hospital Commissioners and Bishop Steven Plant leading the service 

which will be followed by a finger buffet lunch.  This service along 

with refreshments after is open to all.  It is also hoped the new main 

doors will be there to welcome you along with some repairs to the 

roadside gates and fence. 
 

Once more, the wonderful Monday men have commenced the 

cutting and gardening of the churchyard.  We are the envy of many 

villages to have such a brilliant team of men who are prepared to 

give so much to maintain the looks of the churchyard. 
 

Many in the village assist and attend the Charity Lunch which this 

year was held on Wednesday 9th May supporting WECAN a Hexham 

based charity enabling children with additional needs.  I am happy to 

report around £4,300.00 was raised.  Well done to all. 
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The next meeting of the Guild will be on Monday 4th June at 7.30pm 

with Ann being host, up for discussion will be the Garden Fete. 

 

Over the past year or so Steve has been mentoring ordinand Ian, so 

has taken part in several services. Ian now goes forword to his 

ordination on Saturday 30th June at Newcastle Cathedral at 4.00pm.  

Ian has kindly issued an invitation for any congregation members in 

the benefice to attend.  If I receive sufficient interest I propose to 

arrange a mini bus to the service.  Please let me know if you are 

interested. 

 

That is about it for this month; look out for the double issue next 

month! 

Until we chat again, 

                               Love                                                       John 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 

Like many other events, our service this year scheduled to take place at 
 St Michael’s Wark on Friday 2nd March had to be cancelled due to the snowy 
weather.  A coffee morning was later held at St Michael’s  on Saturday 17th March 
when the weather was again very wintry and not at all inviting but an amazing 
£115 was made and this has been forwarded for the WWDP funds. Thank you 
very much to everyone who supported this event.  
The records for the Wark Branch of the WWDP which encompass all the churches 
of Wark, Simonburn, Humshaugh,  Birtley, Gunnerton, Barrasford and Chollerton 
go back to 1978.  I have been involved with the WWDP in this area for many years 
and as Branch secretary for the last five years, having taken over from  
Mary Maddick who was the driving force for a very long time before that. 
I now feel that it is time for somebody else to take over this role.  If anyone is 
interested in becoming Branch secretary and organising the service next year 
which will, as always, be on the first Friday in March and has been prepared by 
the women of Slovenia, please get in touch with me.  I do hope the long tradition 
of having this service as part of the worldwide network will continue in the 
North Tyne Valley.  
 

Anne Race 
Tel 01434 681462    email  annerace@hotmail.co.uk 
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DATES FOR SUMMER SUNDAYS 
 

Sunday 8th July 1.30pm  
 Birtley Village Open Gardens 
 Birtley Village Hall for tickets and teas 
Sunday 19th August 2.30pm  
 Thockrington Church Fete with Open Gardens,   
 Shrubberies and Woodland Walks 
  Carrycoats Hall  
 Entry £3, children free.  Dogs on leads welcome. 

Friends of Chollerton Churches 
Friday 29th June 6.30 p.m. 

Garden Party 
Courtesy of Major & Mrs. Charles Enderby 

Come and look around the beautiful gardens at The Riding, St. John Lee. 
Complimentary drink, canapes and live music. 

Tickets £15. from Bob Fletcher at 01434 681949 or <bob@atretail.co.uk> 
These gardens are not normally open to the public, so don't miss this 

opportunity! 

Chollerton WI     
On Wednesday, 6th June, we will be having a very interesting presentation 
by Friends of the Red Kites and on 4th July, Natalie Wood will be talking 
about her Aloe Vera and Bee Products.   
We meet at 7.30p.m. in Barrasford Village Hall. 
 Visitors are always welcome. 

 

St Giles, Chollerton   
  The Churchyard Working Group will be meeting on Saturday 2nd June at 
10a.m. Please come along. 
 Everyone welcome. 
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Bacchus Revisits Barrasford! 
Ken & Alison's "Guess my Wine Evening" 

7.30 Friday 22nd June (SOLD OUT)  
and 

 7.30 Friday 13th July 
Book now  

Telephone 689996 
This is a new format and max of 15 on each night. 

DUNKERS MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING 
2nd Wednesday of each month, 10 – 11a.m. 

Barrasford Village Hall 
All Welcome 

This informal coffee morning was started back in 2012 and is a chance 
to catch up with your friends and neighbours over a coffee and a scone.  

The proceeds of the coffee morning go towards the running costs of 
the Barrasford Village Hall and to a Christmas lunch fund for the 

participants. 
Please  join us on Wednesday, 13th June and bring your friends. 

Birtley Fete  
 

In aid of St. Giles Church  
Sunday 10th June 

at  
2.30 

In Birtley Village Hall 
Baking and Home produce Plants, Tombola  

Fun for all the Children 
Delicious teas for just (£3) 

Contributions gratefully received   
and 

CANINE CAPERS  

 

Will be on the playing field 
TO ENTER CONTACT  LESLEY GOSLING 



8 

Wark Garden Fete 
SUNDAY 8th July from 2.00pm.   

 
On the Village green 

 
Teas in the Town Hall 

Cakes stall 
Tombola stall 

Books stall, and more 
 

Do come along 

 GARDEN PARTY 
Sunday 24th of June 

2PM – 4PM 
Little Park End, Simonburn, Hexham,  

NE48 3AE 
Donations to Simonburn Parish and the Affleck Academy of 

Ballet Performance of ‘Snow white and the Huntsman’ 
Lovely Afternoon Teas and cake  

 
Gunnerton Church Luncheon Club 

 

Lunches are held on the last Wednesday of the month 
Please do join us on 27th June and 25th July 

at 12 noon 
Soup, sweet, coffee or tea for just £3.00 

All welcome 
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A Midsummer Nights Dream 
             Chipchase Castle 
           8th July– 7.00pm 
         Book ticket's on line:  
   boxoffice@threeinchfools.com 

                                            07714028770 
 
Armed with all manner of musical instruments. The fools presents an Intensive 
take on  Shakespeare's A Midsummer Nights Dream– a comic tale of runaway 
lovers beguiling potions and a rather unfortunate individual who gets turned into a 
donkey   
 
This performance is an outdoor performance. We recommend that you bring 
blankets and chairs to sit on. Do bring warm coats and waterproofs. 
We ask that you don’t bring umbrellas as these can obstruct the view for other 
people in the audience.  
In the event of rain the performance will continue! 
The venue will be open for picnics from 6.00pm 

 



10 

Simonburn Notes 
 
It’s Broadsheet time again...Doesn’t time fly? The daffodils have all gone now . 
The Village Green is looked after by volunteers and it is looking great, now that 
the new seed has germinated on the damaged areas. Thanks to Dionne and Kay 
who have put in a lot of hard work weeding the border and new plants are being 
planted, also to Denis for bringing soil to fill up around the memorial. 
 
There was a brilliant turnout for the Annual Spring clean in church and was a job 
well done. 
 
We welcome Jonathon Reed to the village, we hope he will be very happy here and 
our Best Wishes to Gary and Joan as they move to Wark. 
 
We recently said our Goodbyes to Ian Chadwick who has been training with Steve 
in our Parish. A lovely man and we look forward to his ordination at the end of the 
Month in Newcastle. 
 
The Village Hall is holding a Table Top, Produce and craft Sale on Saturday July 
7th 2pm. Tables are £10. Please telephone Roger 681077 to book a table and please 
leave a contact number. 
 
The  organising of the Village Fete is well under way. As usual, donations and help 
is always needed. Please leave donations for stalls with the stall holders: 
Plants and Produce..Mrs Allgood 
Tombola.. Judith Brown 
Cakes.. Kay Hadley 
Raffle..Sharon Hadley 
Books..Alice Murray 
Childrens Stall.. Jane Langford 
Teas/ Refreshments (especially sweet things) ..Janice Rowcroft 
 
We are also holding a Fun Dog Show, So bring your dogs and maybe win a prize!! 
 
DON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS. 
 
That’s it for this month.                                                             Love 
                                                                                                               Sharon 
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Table Top, Produce  
and  

Craft Sale 
Saturday 7th July 

Simonburn Village Hall 
10am till 2pm 

Tables £10   
to book  tel.: 01434681077 

Please leave a contact number when booking 

St Michael’s  
Bi-Centenary Celebration  

Sunday 12th August  
Service at 11am  

 with  
Gilly Benson and Bishop Steven Plant leading the service 

followed by a finger buffet lunch.   
You are all welcome 

 
REFLECTIVE HORIZONS 

The next Quiet Morning will be held at Buteland House 
on Friday 6th July 

from 10am to 2pm (approx) on the theme of ‘Forgiveness’ 
Do consider taking this opportunity to take time out for quiet 

reflection, worship and a light lunch together,  
if you would like to attend contact: 

Alison Williams (01434 220389) or Sheila Cameron (01830 520071)  
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Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 3rd June 

  
 Gunnerton             9am            HC 
    
 Birtley                   10.30am      HC 
  

 Humshaugh                      9.30am   HC 

 

 Simonburn                       11.00am  HC 

 

 Wark                                 6.00pm   EP 
  

Readings: 1 Samuel 3.1-10, 2 Corinthians 4.5-12, Mark 2.23 - 3.6 

Sunday 10th June 

  
Thockrington         9am             HC 
    
Chollerton             10.30am      HC 
  

 Humshaugh                  9.30am    MP 

 

Simonburn                    11.00      MP 

 

Wark                              6.00       HC 
  

Readings: 1 Samuel 8.4-11, 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1, Mark 3.20-35 

Sunday 17
th

 June 

  
Gunnerton             9am            HC 
    
Birtley                   10.30am      HC 
                                     ( Baptism) 
  

 Humshaugh                    9.30am    HC 

 

 Simonburn                      11.00am  HC 

 

 Wark                                6.00pm 
(Royal British Legion Service) 
  

Readings: 1 Samuel 15.34-16.13, 2 Corinthians 5.6-10,14-17, Mark 4.26-34 

Sunday 24th June 

  
Thockrington          9am         BCP 
    
Chollerton              10.30am   HC 
  

 Wark                                9.30am   HC 

 

 Simonburn     (Matins)     11.00am 

 

Humshaugh                     6.30pm    EP 
  

Readings: 1 Samuel 17.57 - 18.5, 2 Corinthians 6.1-13, Mark 4.35-41 

Sunday 1st July 

  
 Gunnerton             9am            HC 
    
 Birtley                   10.30am      HC 

  

Benefice service for St. Peter’s Day 

 

 Humshaugh                    10.30am   HC 
  

Readings: 2 Samuel 1.1,17-27, Acts 12.1-11, Mark 5.21-43 

 HC - Holy Communion.  MP – Morning Prayer.  EP – Evening Prayer. 
  


