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Humshaugh Vicarage  
Friends, 

 

As you read this, we’ll be less than a month from leaving the European Union, and, 
whatever you think about this we can all probably agree it may well be one of the 
momentous moments of our lives. And when I look back over my life there have 
been some other really important turning points; watching men walk on the moon 
for the first time (our whole school walked up through the village to Mrs McNeil’s 
house because she had a big television in her parlour), the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and, of course the events of 9/11 played out on our screens in front of us. So I 
wonder, how we will view Brexit in the years to come, will it be another pivotal 
point in our lives or a damp squib? 

 

Of course, none of these examples are particularly personal as I haven’t included 
our wedding day, the birth of our children or the death of close friends and relatives, 
all hugely important moments in my life. No, the moon walk, fall of the Wall and 
9/11 somehow are more about our world coming together, rather than events in just 
a few lives, and on a human level they changed our world.  

 

Yet the choices we make about what we believe are traditionally seen as very 
personal, and of course no gentleman would ever discuss sex, politics or religion in 
public, but it does effect both our personal and public lives. And above most other 
things a Christian faith is one that calls us to work for peace. 

 

James, the brother of Jesus is recorded as saying that ‘Peacemakers who sow in 
peace reap a harvest of righteousness’, and it’s wise advice for our times. To work 
for peace, and to draw our communities together, rather than fuel the partisan flames 
of division, surely must be a good thing.  

 

So, however you will feel when we move into April 2019, please could I encourage 
you to listen to the 2000 year old words of Jesus’ younger brother and speak out for 
peace and unity, rather than anything else ? 
 
 

       Peace. 
                                                                                                                    Steve 

 

——oOo—— 
 

Round and about Humshaugh 
 

Mothers’ Union 

 

It was a very crowded room at the February meeting.  25 people came to listen to 
Anna Vogelberg’s magic story about her life in Kirkyzstan, Germany and then 
England.  On Wednesday March the 6th, the meeting will take place at 1.30 at St 
Peter’s, where Dr John McCollum will help us look at our church. 
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Pub Quiz 
 
 

The January Quiz was won by Saga Louts and a magnificent sum of £250 was raised 
for the Leek Club.  The March Quiz will be on Tuesday the 19th at 8pm and will be in 
aid of St Peter’s church. Mick will be the Question Master. 

Humshaugh First School 
 
 

On Wednesday the 20th of March, year 3 and 4 will give their performance of 
“Words of War” at 9.15am and 2.15 pm.  The school’s performances are always 
wonderful, so do come: anybody is welcome. 
The Easter Service for the school will be on Friday April the 5th at 9.30 am 
at St. Peter’s church and everybody is warmly invited. 

The Crown Players 
 
 

The Crown Players will be presenting “A Bunch of Amateurs” by Ian Heslop and 
Nick Newman on Thursday, Friday and Saturday March 28, 29 and 30 in the Village 
Hall starting at 7pm. 
Keen to boost his flagging career, fading Hollywood action hero Jefferson Steele 
arrives in England to play King Lear in Stratford – only to find that he has come to a 
sleepy village in Suffolk. The cast are a bunch of amateurs who are trying to save 
their theatre from developers. As Jefferson’s career implodes, he discovers some 
truths about himself along with his inner Lear!   
Tickets  will be available from March 1st from the Shop or Eventbrite.com 

HAP 
 
 

What a wonderful film “Loving Vincent” was – and so were the puds!! 
On Friday the 8th of March the film will be “Some Like It Hot” – Billy Wilder’s 
1959 romantic comedy starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon.  
Suitable for age 12 upwards.  Doors open at 6.45 for food and the film starts at 
7.30pm.   £10 adults - £5 under 18s including food - £5 adults and £2.50 under 18s 
for film only.  Fab desserts in interval for £2. 
Food tickets must be booked in advance. 
 

Village Hall AGM  will be held on Tuesday March 12 at 7.30pm  Please come 

and make any suggestions for the new committee to take up. The hall is very 
important for our village.  If you would be interested to join the committee, please 
let us know in advance by emailing humvillhall@gmail.com 
 
         Liesbeth Langford 
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WARK PARISH NEWS 

 

It is March and we have a little more lightness mornings and evenings.  March is 
one of those months when we are required to wrap up a few things.  One being the 
round of church annual meetings. Here in St. Michael’s they will be on Tuesday 12th 
March at 7.30pm in church.  Please attend if you can.  

 

A correction from the February edition of THE BROADSHEET: The World Day of 
Prayer will be in St. Michael’s on Friday 1st March at 7.00pm.  Refreshments will be 
served following the service with a retiring collection.  Earlier that day the children 
from our school here in Wark will have enjoyed their second visit for `Messy 
Church’. Promise the heating is now working!! Apologies for that little hiccup 
earlier in February but it does make us realise how much we love the warmth at 
St. Michael’s. 

 

Sadly we said our fond goodbyes to Alan Robson and Joyce Davidson (Elliott) during 
the month.  Both are remembered with fondness and affection. Joyce and I grew 
up as neighbours here in Wark. Thoughts and prayers go to all family members of 
Alan and Joyce. 

 

A request: Wark and District British Legion require new members. There is no 
requirement for you to have  served in an armed force to join.  Please contact 
Judith Weir on 01434 230250 should you wish to become a member. Thank you. 
 

Now we also have the Mothering Sunday service to look at.  This will be on Sunday 
31st March at  10.00am  This will be taken by Rev’d Sheila Cameron.  A great way 
to start off the celebration before all take Mothers out to Lunch.  Please book and 
pre-warn the local hotels etc.of the chaos they will create. 
 

A couple of years ago we had, despite the tent collapsing, a great Tea and Crafts 
afternoon in church.  So much enjoyed, it is to be repeated  on SUNDAY 19th MAY 
@ 2.00pm. Mark this in your diary now and should you or someone you know have 
crafts they would like to sell then please let John (230367) or Ann (230259) know. 
 

The Guild next meet on 13th May at 7.00pm in The Community Room, Westacres.  
New members always welcome. 
 

I came across this last piece in the Telegraph on 10th February; “’Facebook can’t 
replace the Church,’ says bishop”. Being one who would not know how to access 
Facebook leaves me cold. Facebook claim to have 2.32 billion monthly active users. 
Data from the Pew Research Centre suggests that the Faith has 2.3 billion 
adherents worldwide. Let us see if we are able to add one or two more to that 
number from this Benefice. 

As always, until we chat again 

Love to all         JOHN 
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Chollerton Benefice 
 

Chollerton Benefice Lent meetings  

 

During  Lent 2019 you are invited to come to the Vicarage in Chollerton on 
a Wednesday afternoon, starting at 2.00 pm to look at the readings for the 
Sundays in Lent, in particular the gospel of Luke. The group will not last 
more than an hour, allowing folk to collect children or grandchildren from 
School. 

Meetings will be on Wednesdays: March 13
th

, 20th, 27th,  
April 3rd and 10th  

 
Chollerton Benefice - Holy Week  

 

During Holy Week, there will be a daily service in the Chollerton Benefice 
as we walk the way of the cross with Christ. More details to follow.  

 

Chollerton WI 
Our AGM will be held on March 7

th
 at 7.30pm, followed by a quiz and, 

hopefully, some music. 
At our meeting in April, we are looking forward to hearing Ken Carlisle 
giving a talk (with samples) about the History of Sherry. As always, we 
meet on the first Wednesday in the month and visitors are welcome. 

GUNNERTON RAILWAY CIRCLE 
Tuesday 5th March at 7.30pm 

Guest speaker, Dean Emeritus of Durham Cathedral, Michael Sadgrove 

will give his talk entitled 
Why do Railways fascinate the Clergy? 

Hope you are able to attend 
Looking ahead – The date for this year's annual quiz against the 

Aln Valley Railway Society is  
Thursday 9th May at Barter Books, Alnwick starting at 7.30pm.  There will be 
a free buffet at the half way stage of the quiz and a raffle will be held.  Come 

along if you can and support your team. 

Tea at Two Thirty 
All are welcome to come and have a 

cup of tea and a chat 
on Tuesday 19th March 

at 2.30pm until 4.00pm in Gunnerton Church 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjelL-w0azgAhUC1BoKHSS5ACwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalalbert.co.uk%2Fpolka-blue-vintage-espresso-cup-and-saucer&psig=AOvVaw3fiGF8HJtqezk06mR5cFGN&ust=154973
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Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

GUNNERTON CHURCH LUNCHEON CLUB 
LUNCHES are held on the last Wednesday of the month 

PLEASE COME ALONG and join us at 12 noon 
27th MARCH 
24th APRIL 

SOUP, SWEET, coffee or tea : £3.00     

All welcome 

Barrasford Village Hall 
 

We have a table tennis table available for use in the Hall if any group 
would like to use it.  Perhaps someone would like to start a table tennis 

club? Please contact 07867 803722 if you are interested.  

PRIZE BINGO 
BARRASFORD VILLAGE HALL 

THURSDAY MARCH 28th -7.30pm 
IN AID OF CHOLLERTON WI 

RAFFLE AND REFRESHMENTS 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
Thursday 7th March  

10.30-noon 
Come along to Birtley Village Hall 

between 10.30 and noon and enjoy  
coffee, tea and home baking and have 

a good catch-up. 
The coffee morning is a regular event 

held on the first Thursday of each 
month. 

BIRTLEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Wednesday 20th March  
Birtley Village Hall 7.30pm 

Featherstone Prisoner of War Camp 
Guest speaker Alison Higgs 

The History Group meets on the third Wednesday of each month,  
unless stated, from October to March. 

£2 per person per meeting 
Contact Mary White 01434 230307 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LUhE7_dm5Pd7NM&tbnid=uGsDeqrS6Gj4qM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvector.us%2Fsearch%2Fbingo&ei=KUUpUe3uEcOJ0AWsvIDQAQ&bvm=bv.42768644,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFUu4W-xFihJaCZ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=22aVpUyvEqERzM&tbnid=VnJZV_DsqR1X1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jb-publications.co.uk%2Fbviewcathedrals.htm&ei=2FlMUevyIOua0QW5wIDwBA&bvm=bv.44158598,d.d2k&psig


7 

From the registers 
 

On  21st January 2019, in St Giles Chollerton, the Thanksgiving Service for the 
life of John Sinton, of White House Farm, husband of Agnes and father of 
Helen and James.  Our sympathies go to John's family. 

BIRTLEY AND DISTRICT GARDENING GROUP 
Birtley Village Hall 

Tuesday 12th March AGM at 7.00pm 
followed by a talk at 7.45pm 

Our speaker will be Tricia Acland 
from Chapelside in Mingrisdale, Cumbria 

Her talk will be entitled 'Planting for a Windy Site' 
As always, we welcome guests at £4 each 

Learning with Luke, a call to radical living. Readings for  March 

1.3.19  Luke 11.37-54 
2.3.19  Luke 12.1-12 
4.3.19  Luke 12.13-31 
5.3.19  Luke 12.32-48 
7.3.19  Luke 12.49-59 
8.3.19  Luke 13.1-9 
9.3.19  Luke 13.10-17 
11.3.19 Luke 13.18-35 
12.3.19 Luke 14.1-14 
13.3.19 Luke 15-24 
14.3.19 Luke 14.25-35 
15.3.19 Luke 15.1-10 

16.3.19 Luke 15.11-32 
18.3.19 Luke 16.1-13 
19.3.19 Luke 16.14-18 
20.3.19 Luke 16.19-31 
21.3.19 Luke 17.1-19 
22.3.19 Luke 17.20-37 
23.3.19 Luke 18.1-17 
26.3.19 Luke 18.18-34 
27.3.19 Luke 18.35-19.10 
28.3.19 Luke 19.11-27 
29.3.19 Luke 19.28-48 
30.3.19 Luke 20.1-18 

Simonburn Notes 
Spring is on it’s way, lighter in the mornings and evenings and the snowdrops in  
bloom. 
Shrove Tuesday is on 5th March, a time to mark the last day before Lent and the last 
day to indulge ourselves. Did you know, the reason a lot of us eat Pancakes is, in times 
gone by, there were some foods that were not eaten in Lent. Eggs, fats, milky foods, so 
pancakes were made (to avoid waste) and use the foods that wouldn’t last for 40 days. 
St. mungo’s APCM ( PCC AGM) is being held on 11th March at 6pm in the Village 
Hall. All welcome. 
On Sunday 31st March, we celebrate Mothering Sunday at 11am. 
**Don’t forget, we change the clocks to British Summer Time ( forward 1 hour) at 
1am on 31st March.                                                    Until next Month,    love  Sharon 
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SERVICES FOR MARCH 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Friday 1
st

 March 

 Service for the World Day of Prayer 
St. Michael’s Church, Wark 

7.00pm 
  

Sunday 3
rd

 March 

 9am         Gunnerton             HC 
10.30am  Birtley                     HC 

  9.30am        Humshaugh         HC 
 11.00am      Simonburn            HC 
 6.00pm        Wark                     EP 
             8.00pm Humshaugh 

Late@8 
Contemporary worship and teaching 

  

Readings: Exodus 34.29-35, 2 Corinthians 3.12 - 4.2, Luke 9.28-36 

Sunday 10
th

 March 
 

 9am         Thockrington        HC 
10.30am  Chollerton             HC 

 9.30am        Humshaugh          MP 
 11.00am      Simonburn            MP 
 6.00pm        Wark                     HC 

Readings: Deuteronomy 26.1-11, Romans 10.8-13, Luke 4.1-13 

Sunday 17
th

 March 
  

 9am         Gunnerton            HC 
10.30am  Birtley                    HC 

 9.30am        Humshaugh         HC 
 11.00am      Simonburn            HC 
 6.00pm        Wark                     EP 
  

Readings: Genesis 15.1-12,17-18, Philippians 3.17-4.1, Luke 13.31-35 

Sunday 24
th

 March 
  

 9am        Thockrington         BCP 
10.30am  Chollerton             HC 

 9.30am        Wark                     HC 
 11.00am      Simonburn            Matins 
 6.30pm        Humshaugh          EP 
  
  

Readings: Isaiah 55.1-9, 1 Corinthians 10.1-13, Luke 13.1-9 

Sunday 31
st

 March  Mothering Sunday 

 Benefice Service 
10.30am  Gunnerton           HC 
 All welcome 

 9.30am        Humshaugh          MP 
 11.00am      Simonburn            MP 
 10.00am      Wark                     HC  

Readings: Exodus 2.1-10, 2 Corinthians 1.3-7, Luke 2.33-35 


