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Chollerton Vicarage 
 
    It is amazing how quickly the year seems to fly by!  
We have already reached that time when we are starting to celebrate 
harvest as part of the church year! We know that harvest goes on all the 
time and in all corners of the world throughout the year, hence why the 
auction marts are always running, and we have food in shops all the year 
round; but it is important to say thank you.  
   Thank you to God for providing us with what we need, and thank you to 
those who work the year through in field and on farm and the seas so that 
we are fed and cared for. 
 People have been giving thanks for the harvest since farming first began 
and the custom is still thriving today in many countries of the world. In the 
Christian calendar, harvest traditionally started at Lammas tide (August 1), 
when the first corn of the new crop was made into bread and taken to 
church to be blessed. It finished at Michaelmas (September 29). People 
believed that the harvest spirit lived in the fields and that as the corn was 
cut the spirit was gradually driven into the remaining swathes. So the last 
few stalks were cut and plaited into a corn dolly which presided over the 
harvest supper and was buried again on Plough Monday (the first after 
Epiphany - January 6) to work its magic on the growing corn.  
   Most churches and many schools today hold a service of thanksgiving for 
the harvest, but the custom only became popular in Victorian times. In 
1843 the Reverend R. S. Hawker had the idea of holding a special service 
on the first Sunday in October in his Cornwall parish.  
   The Christian church has built on the idea of harvest over the years and 
we celebrate not only the harvest of field and farm, but also the harvest of 
talents, gifts, skills etc, saying thank you to God for what we have, and 
providing help for those less fortunate than we are.  
   Have you thought what you might give thanks for or maybe offer as your 
gift or talent ? For example, have you time to visit someone who is 
housebound in thanksgiving for those who care for you? Or time to take 
someone out for a drive?  I believe that the most important gifts that we 
have to offer are the gifts of ourselves. What will you give?   
 
 

Sarah Lunn  
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The Bible Course 

 

Wark Town Hall 
Starts 7.00pm 19th September 

Have you ever wondered about the bible; where it came from, who wrote it, 
and what it says about who we are and what it all means ? 

If so then this very relaxed, easy to access, eight session course with videos and 
conversation is for you. Come and join us to find out more about the BIG story.  

 

More details from Deacon Anne Taylor on 220283 or  
Rev’d. Steve Wilkinson on 681304 

Round and About Humshaugh 
Mothers’ Union 
The Mothers’ Union September meeting will take place on Wednesday the 4th 
and will be held at the Langfords’ home, starting at 1.30pm.  The Revd. Steve 
Wilkinson will be our speaker that afternoon.  The October meeting on the 2nd 
of October will be very special, when Margret Jacot will be giving her talk on 
“Where Steppe and Mountains meet.”  
 

Pub Quiz 
The September Quiz will be held on Tuesday September the 17th at 8.30 pm and 
will be in aid of the Crown Players Drama Group. 
 

Humshaugh First School 
Messy Church will start again!  It will be held every Tuesday after school.   
The Harvest Festival will be held on Thursday October the 3rd when lunch will be 
about 1.15.  Parents, relatives and friends are very welcome and also our local 
pensioners will be invited. 
After lunch, the children will perform their Harvest Festival. 
 

Humshaugh Harvest Show 
It is only 6 weeks to go until the 2019 Humshaugh Harvest Show on September 
the 14th from 12 – 4pm.  With over 50 Adult and 14 Children categories, there is 
something for everyone and this year there will also be a Fun Dog Show for 
canine entrants.  A show guide will be published shortly and for more 
information, contact Sarah Dodd on 01434 6815 
 

Carers Northumberland 
Carers Northumberland is a charity dedicated to improving the lives of carers by 
responding to their needs. If you would like to know more about Carers 
Northumberland as a carer or someone who would like to volunteer, please visit 
our website www.carersnorthumberland.org.uk  or telephone 01670 320025L 
                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Liesbeth Langford 

http://www.carersnorthumberland.org.uk/
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WARK PARISH NEWS 
Summer is now behind us ,so thoughts turn to autumn which can be a 
remarkable time weather wise.  We reflect on the wonderful day which St. 
Michael’s enjoyed for the annual fete on the village green where £2500.00 was 
raised for general funds. The best to date. A sincere thank you to all who 
contributed in any way to the day; it takes a lot of work so it is rewarding to see 
this result.  Sadly some others were not so lucky with some events in early 
August being cancelled. 
     Since last reporting the much needed coffin gate has been renewed from 
funding Anne G made while walking the parish.  At last it does not take Hercules 
to open this. 
     Like waiting for a bus; nothing, then two come along at the same time.  That 
was the case with Weddings at St. Michael’s on the weekend of 26th/27th July.  
Friday 26th John Robinson and Carly Nichol tied the knot followed on the 
Saturday with Declan Patrick Ghee and Tiffany Harriet Sarah McGurk 
(Granddaughter of Bill of Houxty) both were happy and delightful occasions.  
     Sadly we paid our respects to Ena Ridley who I know was a well loved and 
respected villager.  Ena died following a short illness.  We send our thoughts and 
prayers to Joan and Kath and their families at this very sad time. Also as I write 
these notes that news has come to me Lorraine Glendenning died following a 
short illness.  All our thoughts and prayers go to David and the girls along with 
those to Mildred.  May they both rest in peace and rise in glory 
     By this time, I am sure many will have met and talked with Rosemary who is 
assisting Steve in looking after the benefice.  We welcome her and her ministry 
with open arms.  You probably will find her at the Friday  coffee morning in the 
Town Hall where lots of village news is exchanged.  All are welcome and for £1.50 
you enjoy coffee and lots of food. 
     A note about the Harvest service this year which will be joint with MURC 
members at St. Michael’s on Sunday 15th September at 11.00am .  MURC then 
hold their annual Harvest Lunch at 12.30pm in the Town Hall.  Please contact 
Vicky Herod on 230180 for further details and bookings. The details for St. 
Michael's `soup and pudding night’ are still to be finalised , so it is very much 
watch this space! Notices will be out and about for this lovely night. 
     Wark & District Royal British Legion is to have a wine , cheese and chat 
evening in the Town Hall on Saturday 7th September at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost 
£5.00 from Judith Weir, 230250 or Steve Herod, 230180. 
     The PCC of St. Michael’s next meet on Tuesday 3rd September at 7.30pm in 
Westacres Community Room. 
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Bookings for Gunnerton Church may be made by contacting  
Susan Reay on 01434 681852 

     From the School news I see on Saturday 14th September is the opening of the 
Totem poles at Stonehaugh.  I am sure plenty of notices about this event will be 
found around the village. 
I have scoured the newspapers to find any gossip and I know August is sometimes 
called the silly season in newspaper world but unable to find any.  They have 
sufficient silly news about Brexit.  So best leave it at that and say to all; until we 

chat again                                                                                                               Love John 

Chollerton WI 
Chollerton WI meet again on Wednesday, 4th September, when Christine 
Fairbairn will be talking about First Aid for Pets.  As always, 7.30p.m. 

Barrasford Village Hall.  Visitors welcome. 

Friends of Chollerton Churches  

Friday 13th September 

Late Summer Music and BBQ  
in  Barrasford Arms Garden 

Traditional Folk Music provided by Roddy Matthews and Midgy Ha' 
Doors Open 7.00 p.m. 

Musicians 7.30 p.m. and 9.00 p.m. BBQ 8.15 p.m. 
Tickets £25 per head to include BBQ and Music.  Drinks available from the Bar. 

Tickets available from Bob Fletcher at 07733529228 or any committee member 

Chollerton Wheelers 
The riders completed their 214 mile ride from Stranraer to Barrasford on 
July 12th and raised in the region of £1400., to be divided between 
Chollerton First School and  Chollerton with Gunnerton Churches.   
A great result and many thanks to all the sponsors. 

Chollerton Churchyard working team.  
Many people both visit and comment upon the churchyard at Chollerton. The grass 
is cut by a contractor, paid for by the PCC but we try to keep the edges etc tidy 
ourselves so that the church and the churchyard look cared for and welcoming. If 
you would like to give a hand, please come along on Saturday 21st September at 
10am. We would be very grateful for any assistance and gift of your time and 
talents! Thank you! 

                                                                                                             Sarah Lunn 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjJ2pKs8_ziAhXD2eAKHaHUB5MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standrews-chesterton.org%2Fevents%2Flunchtime-concert-2-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0b032lM5UXrefj68UqhhNI&ust=1561286234246250
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Chollerton Wheelers' Annual Steeplechase 
Saturday 28th September 

This year's sponsored ride will take place in the Eden Valley, Cumbria. 
Riders will include Claire Ridley, Andy Brittlebank, Ken Carlisle, Claire 

Dickinson, Richard Hay, John Cook and Neil Patterson. 
Please sponsor one of our riders in aid of Chollerton and Gunnerton 

Churches. 

Evensong at Birtley 

For the first time in many years, we shall be holding an Evensong 
service at Birtley on September 8th at 6pm, to which everyone is 
welcome for some peaceful prayer, praise and contemplation before 
the start of a new week. 

Sing for your Supper Community Evening 

 

 Please save the evening of 16th November if you would like to come and 
‘Sing for your Supper’ in Birtley Village Hall. More details to follow in the 

next edition. 

 Discussion or Study Group in the Autumn 

 

We are thinking of setting up a discussion or study group to begin in the 
Autumn in the Chollerton Benefice. 
If you would like to be involved, please contact Rev Sarah Lunn as we are 

trying to work out when might be the best time of day and venue in which 

to meet.  Thank you 

GUNNERTON CHURCH LUNCHEON CLUB  

  

Lunches are held on the last Wednesday of the month  
PLEASE COME ALONG and join us at 12 noon 

25th September, 30th October 27th November 
SOUP, SWEET, coffee or tea : £3.00     

All welcome 
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Wark & District Royal British Legion 

 

Wine and Cheese  Evening  
 Saturday 7th September  

 7.30pm in the Wark Town Hall.  
 Tickets £5.00 from Judith Weir, 230250 or  

Steve Herod, 230180.  

TEA AT 2.30 
 

Starts again on Tuesday September 17th in Gunnerton Church. 

On this occasion all proceeds will be given to 

MacMillan Cancer Support 
 

Please come along and join  us – everyone is welcome 

New Home Wanted for Gunnerton church organ 

 

Does anyone remember the old organ from Gunnerton Church? Some 

years ago when the Church underwent renovations, it was decided to 

remove the old organ , my brother, the late Andrew Nelson from Colwell, 

thought it a good idea at the time to offer a contribution and house the 

organ  here at his house. Sadly, since his death, the property is being sold 

and the organ needs a new home. Does this appeal to anyone ? If so, a 

donation to the oesophageal cancer fund at the Freeman Hospital would be 

a great help to them. Or, perhaps the Church would like to have it back as 

part of Gunnerton 's history. 

If you are interested, please contact Dorothea Nelson, tel. 01884 841320 or 

email to surtees @go-plus.net  

September Dunkers Coffee morning 
11th September, 10 am to 11am 

in Barrasford Village Hall 
will be in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

This is part of Macmillan’s World’s  Biggest Coffee Morning campaign. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjelL-w0azgAhUC1BoKHSS5ACwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalalbert.co.uk%2Fpolka-blue-vintage-espresso-cup-and-saucer&psig=AOvVaw3fiGF8HJtqezk06mR5cFGN&ust=154973
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjelL-w0azgAhUC1BoKHSS5ACwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalalbert.co.uk%2Fpolka-blue-vintage-espresso-cup-and-saucer&psig=AOvVaw3fiGF8HJtqezk06mR5cFGN&ust=154973
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BIRTLEY COFFEE MORNING 
 

Thursday 4
th

 September 10.30-noon 

Come along to Birtley Village Hall between 10.30 and noon and enjoy 

coffee, tea and home baking and have a good catch-up. 

The coffee morning is a regular event held on the first Thursday of 

each month. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Race Night at Birtley Village Hall 

 

All bets are on for the Race Night on Friday 11
th
 October.  

 put the date in your diary  

Full details in next month's Broadsheet. 

St Giles Church Birtley 

 

Harvest 3 Course Lunch 
Birtley Village Hall 

Sunday 29th September 12.30pm. for 1pm. 
Tickets from Judith Weir 01434230250 

or Eileen Burn 01434270228 

Broadband update 
 

I know some people do not think they need superfast broadband - “I only 
email now and again” . Rightly or wrongly the fact is the internet is here to 
stay and we should use it! The internet is going to allow us to stay in the 
countryside for longer. We will be able to consult our GP via our tablet, and a 
whole range of other services. 
It is likely that tax, vat, etc. will only be online eventually so there may be no 
choice and having b4ntr will allow this to happen 
It is very important to bear in mind that this is a “one off” offer in the sense 
that if you live any distance from the present signed up residences b4ntr 
needs to know NOW if you want a £150 installation. Otherwise, if you want 
the b4ntr broadband in the future you may have to bear the cost of 
installation which may run into thousands of pounds! REGISTER NOW, 
Www.b4rn or www.b4ntr or call 230519. 
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Drawing Lessons for the Terrified!  

 

If you would like to learn how to draw there will be 5 weekly 
workshops starting Thursday 12th September, 7.30 -9.30pm  

Birtley Village Hall. 
The total cost is £25.00  

(subsidised by the Ray and Green Rigg Wind Farms).  
If you are interested Contact Sally Danys on 01434230519 

MONDAY BADMINTON GROUP 
 

Humshaugh Village Hall  8pm, Mondays. 
Recommences Monday 9th September 

   This is a friendly sociable group for ladies.    Beginners and new 
members welcome.  The cost varies depending on numbers 

attending.  Do come along and join us.    
All Welcome!    

Great fun and lots of laughs. 
For further information telephone Joy McCollum   681682 

                         
     Jan Maddison   681589 

Bellingham Deanery Pilgrimage 8 – 13 June 2020 
September is the last month when bookings for the 
Deanery pilgrimage will be restricted to those who live 
or worship in the Deanery area – so to find out more 
and be sure of a place, get your brochure and 
expression of interest form now, and make your 
booking with Pax travel.   
This is a unique opportunity to visit major Celtic 
Christian sites in Ireland with an expert guide (Peter 

Ryder), in the context of Celtic Morning and Evening Prayer, and 
in the comfort of coach travel and hotel accommodation.   
For the Pax Travel brochure and an expression of interest form 
please contact Revd Elaine Ryder revelaine212@gmail.com or 
The Vicarage, Otterburn NE19 1NP.  If you are interested in the 
Pilgrimage but these dates are not suitable for you, please 
contact Elaine for a chat. 

mailto:revelaine212@gmail.com
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The North Tyne and Redewater Choral Society 

 

Delve into the history of the North Tyne and Redewater Choral Society and you 
will discover that the choir was created over 50 years ago by like-minded singers 
from all the local churches of the two valleys, who wanted to sing together at 
Easter and Christmas.  For all that time, the choir has performed music up and 
down the Rede and North Tyne valleys, usually in one of the many beautiful 
churches to be found here.  Singers are drawn from all of the many and varied 
towns, villages, farms and hamlets and many also come from further afield 
(Hexham and Corbridge, for example). 
 
In effect, therefore, the choir belongs to these valleys and the surrounding areas 
and, by default, to you reading this church magazine!  There are many benefits 
to be gained from singing together and the choir now needs you to help fulfil its 
role.  You see, as with all groups like NTRCS, the march of time is relentless 
and membership numbers have begun to fall a bit.  We are inviting singers who 
enjoy both the classical and some of the more popular repertoire to join the choir 
now and to help give us the best chance to continue our work.   
 
There’s no audition, but it is worth remembering that the music is most often 
sung “in parts” (soprano – alto – tenor – bass) and from traditional music scores; 
however, the internet is proving exceptionally helpful these days by providing 
online help to learn choral pieces, and a number of our members already use 
these opportunities! 
 
The choir also gives valuable opportunities to young singers and musicians 
starting out on their musical careers.  Students on the York University Masters’ 
Course and, more recently, youngsters from the Miranda Wright Singers, have 
performed at our concerts.  There have also been a number of professional 
accompanists and orchestras who have worked with the group. 
 
The valleys and their neighbouring areas deserve their choir and the 
performances of music which NTRCS can bring, so please think about joining 
by coming to a rehearsal or getting in touch with conductor John Roper 
(pennyandjohn@gmail.com).  
 
Rehearsals take place in Bellingham Middle School Hall at 7.30pm on Mondays, 
and the Christmas Concert 2019 will take place on Saturday December 14th, 
when the main piece will be Vivaldi’s famous “Gloria”.  The choir will be 
joined by young singers from Bellingham Middle School.   
 

Please visit the choir’s website – www.ntrcs.com …  
Thank you. 

mailto:pennyandjohn@gmail.com
http://www.ntrcs.com/
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 Hiring of Simonburn Village Hall,    
 

Any enquiries contact : 
Sue Hickman   Tel. 01434 68968 

  Roger Hadley  Tel. 01434 681077 

School-Leavers  2019. 

 

     The Evans Trust may be in a position to award small grants to 

students who have left school this Summer and commencing a further 

course of education in the Autumn of 2019.   The terms of the Trust 

specify that such students must be resident within either Humshaugh, 

Simonburn or Wark.    The purpose is to assist with book purchase in 

order to help at the beginning of a course of study.  Applications 

should be sent to Mr Nicholas Ridley, Parkend, Simonburn, Hexham, 

NE48 4AA, or to any of the Trustees.    

      Humshaugh Community Ventures is also able to offer similar 

grants but to qualify one must be resident in Humshaugh.  Application 

forms are available in the Village Shop and after completion should be 

sent to Mr Maurice Gilmour, Keepers Cottage, Burn Lane, Humshaugh.  

NE46 4AG   

     We all wish the students good luck and much satisfaction in their 

courses and subsequent chosen career.     

Simonburn Notes 
Well, the weather has not been the best this Summer, I hope you weren’t 
affected by the heavy rain. 
So, It’s back to school and back to reality and new beginnings for many! 
At the end of the school term, Janice Rowcroft had an accident but glad to 
say she is home now and is improving. We wish her a speedy recovery. 
The fete has been and gone and oh my goodness. I have never known rain 
like it and I have never been as wet.!! Thank you so much to everyone that 
helped put up the gazebo’s in the downpours. The decision was made to 
move some stalls into the church, which worked well and despite the 
morning deluge visitors still arrived at 2 and The Sunshine Panners certainly 
helped to brighten the day and it hardly rained all afternoon. Surprisingly we 
still raised nearly £3000. A BIG well done to all and Thank you. 
Congratulations to Henry and Mary Lobb ( Allgood) on the birth of  Willian 
Henry Lancelot (to be  known as Harry). 
On Saturday 17th August Rikki Elliot and Melissa Nixon were married in 
St. Mungo’s. We wish them every happiness for their future together. 
If you have any news you would like me to put in the Broadsheet, please 
email me shazzahadley@hotmail.co.uk or ring 681077. 

Love Sharon 
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SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 1 September 

9am         Gunnerton    HC 
10.30am   Birtley         HC 

  

9.30am        Humshaugh          HC 
 11.00am       Simonburn            HC 
6.00pm        Wark                     EP 

           8.00pm Humshaugh 
Late@8 

 Contemporary worship and teaching 
  

Readings: Proverbs 25.6-7, (EP: Psalm 112) Luke 14.1,7-14 

Sunday 8th September 

9am         Thockrington   HC 
10.30am  Chollerton        HC 
6pm         Birtley              Evensong 

 9.30am        Humshaugh          MP 
11.00am       Simonburn            MP 
6.00pm       Wark                     HC 

  

Readings: Deuteronomy 30.15-20, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14.25-33 

Sunday 15th September 
  

9am         Gunnerton      HC 
10.30am  Birtley            HC 
  

 9.30am        Humshaugh          HC 
11.00am      Simonburn            HC 
11.00am      Wark Harvest Service 

 

                    (Joint with Wark MURC 
                    followed by a Harvest 
                    Lunch in the town hall) 

  

Readings: Exodus 32.7-14, 1 Timothy 1.12-17, Luke 15.1-10 

Sunday 22nd September 
  

9am        Thockrington  BCP 
10.30am  Chollerton      HC 

 9.30am        Wark                     HC 
11.00am       Simonburn            Matins 
 6.30pm        Humshaugh          EP 

Readings: Amos 8.4-7, 1 Timothy 2.1-7, Luke 16.1-13 

Sunday 29thSeptember 

                 Benefice Service  
St Giles 

Chollerton 
10.30am   

  
Benefice Service 

St Michael and All Angels 
  

10.30am Wark (HC) 
  

Readings: Amos 6.1,4-7, 1Timothy 6.6-19, Luke 16.19-31 


